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Atash Shakarami

Nika was just 16 years old when she disappeared during protests against Iran's strict dress code for women

An Iranian teenager was sexually assaulted and killed by three men working for
Iran's security forces, a leaked document understood to have been written by those
forces says.

It has let us map what happened to 16-year-old Nika Shakarami who vanished from
an anti-regime protest in 2022.

Her body was found nine days later. The government claimed she killed herself.
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We put the report's allegations to Iran's government and its Revolutionary Guards.
They did not respond.
Marked "Highly Confidential", the report summarises a hearing on Nika's case held by
the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) - the security force that defends the
country's Islamic establishment. It includes what it says are the names of her killers
and the senior commanders who tried to hide the truth.

It contains disturbing details of events in the back of an undercover van in which
security forces were restraining Nika. These include:
¢ One of the men molested her while he was sitting on her

o Despite being handcuffed and restrained, she fought back, kicking and swearing

¢ An admission that this provoked the men to beat her with batons

There are numerous fake Iranian official documents in circulation, so the BBC spent
months checking every detail with multiple sources.

Our extensive investigations indicate the papers we obtained do chronicle the
teenager's last movements.
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Nika Shakarami's disappearance and death were widely reported, and her picture has
become synonymous with the fight by women in Iran for greater freedoms. As street
protests spread across Iran in the autumn of 2022, her name was shouted by crowds
furious at the country's strict rules on the compulsory veil [hijab].

The Woman, Life, Freedom movement had been sparked just days earlier by the death
of a 22-year-old woman, Mahsa Amini. She died from injuries sustained in police
custody according to a UN fact-finding mission after being accused of not wearing her
hijab properly.
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In Nika's case, her family found her body in a mortuary more than a week after she
disappeared from a protest. But Iran's authorities denied Nika's death was connected
to the demonstration and, after conducting their own investigation, said that she had
died by suicide.

Just before she vanished, Nika was filmed on the evening of 20 September near Laleh
Park in central Tehran, standing on a dumpster setting fire to hijabs.

Others around her chanted "death to the dictator" - referring to Iran's Supreme Leader,
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei.
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What she could not have known at the time is that she was being watched, as the
classified report makes clear.
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Nika's last movements, according to the report
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1 Laleh Park where Nika was protesting

2 She is taken to a temporary police camp but it is full

3 She is taken to a detention centre but it refuses to admit her

4 Team 12 is told to take her here (Evin prison) but never makes it
5 The van stops after crashing is heard in the back

6 Team 12 dumps Nika’s now lifeless body in the street

B]B]C]

Addressed to the IRGC's commander-in-chief, it says it is based on extensive talks with
its teams that policed that protest.

Monitoring the demonstration were several undercover security units, the document's
account begins.

It says one of these - Team 12 - suspected the teenager "of leadership, due to her
unconventional behaviour and repeated calls with her mobile phone".
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The team sent one of its operatives into the crowd, posing as a protester, to confirm
Nika was indeed one of the demonstration's leaders. Then, according to the report, he
called in his team to arrest her. But she fled.

Her aunt had previously told BBC Persian that Nika rang a friend that night to say she
was being chased by security forces.

Almost an hour passed before she was spotted again, says the report, when she was
detained and put in the team's vehicle - an unmarked freezer van.
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Nika was in the rear compartment with three Team 12 members - Arash Kalhor,
Sadegh Monjazy, and Behrooz Sadeghy.
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Their team leader Morteza Jalil was up front with the driver.

The group then attempted to find somewhere to take her, the report says.

They tried a temporary police camp nearby but were turned away because it was
overcrowded.

So they continued to a detention centre, a 35-minute drive away, whose commander
initially agreed to admit Nika. But then he changed his mind.

"The accused [Nika] was constantly swearing and chanting," he told investigators for
the report.

"At that time, there were 14 other female detainees at the station and my perception
was that she could agitate the others.

"I was worried she would cause a riot".

Morteza Jalil once again contacted his IRGC HQ for advice, says the report, and was
told to head to Tehran's notorious Evin Prison.

En route, he said he began to hear crashing noises behind him coming from the pitch-
dark rear compartment of the van.

We know what he was hearing, from the testimony outlined in the document from the
men guarding Nika in the back.
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Arash Kalhor gagged her mouth with his socks...

Then Sadegh laid her on the chest freezer.

Blslc

This is a reproduction of the original document (omitting some information that could potentially identify the source)
One of them, Behrooz Sadeghy, said as soon as she had been put back into the van

after being rejected by the detention centre, Nika had started to swear and shout.
"Arash Kalhor gagged her mouth with his socks but she started struggling. Then
Sadegh [Monjazy] laid her on the chest freezer and sat on her. The situation calmed,"
he told investigators.

"I don't know what happened, but after a few minutes she started swearing. I couldn't
see anything, I could only hear fighting and bashing."

But Arash Kalhor gave further chilling details.
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He says he briefly turned on his phone torch and saw Sadegh Monjazy "[has] put his
hand inside her trousers".

Arash Kalhor said after that they lost control.

"He doesn't know... who [was doing it], but he could hear... the baton hitting the
accused [Nika]... T started to kick and punch but really didn't know if I was hitting our
guys or the accused.

But Sadegh Monjazy contradicted Arash Kalhor's statement, which he said was
motivated by professional jealousy. He denied putting his hand in her trousers - but
said he could not deny that he became "aroused" while sitting on her and touched
Nika's buttocks.

He said this provoked Nika - despite the fact her hands were tied behind her back - to
scratch him and jolt so that he fell over.
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Sadegh Monjazy was sitting on her with his hand

in her trousers.

Bls]c

This is a reproduction of the original document (omitting some information that could potentially identify the source)

"She kicked at my face, so I had to defend myself."

From the van's cabin, Morteza Jalil ordered the driver to pull over.

He opened the rear door to discover Nika's lifeless body.

He said he cleaned the blood from her face and head - "which were not in a good
condition".

This echoes the state in which Nika's mother says she eventually found her daughter
in the mortuary, and Nika's death certificate - obtained by BBC Persian in October
2022 - which states she was killed by "multiple injuries caused by blows with a hard
object".

Team leader Morteza Jalil admitted he didn't try to find out what had happened.

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-68840881 10/16


https://cat.us5.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=I44jb8PONCN7-ojJKDH-ZP86yHfU6BkAUNnaEtOBPrVzJRWbU2D8s3GtHuu4DCijL_Jtl_hqvZydqzqyzQqCcUupqccWbAB9TnKGgQeu454LycH5WA0YIm_Z66vwhjsfz4zciiWf2DztyZVdAVFlfFq4tZc7Ygey_XgUBiEbGwyoYKeTvEr1FI2XuPKrQQaySLOlk3vkqCSd7pZ0T9aEG26Wpu5zDyHDw8jtGex5WY9-haFa64Dj5twTbxVo7iuyGSDOkIpUXDWWj9thOQrVwEKD3b3Lmx3m2lmatQHh0lakQdEbPS4ubNEkrzpCDNmrHXklnBR6yVfr3B6JpPATDZLjaZpjCgz_fwCDWa_Q8cSH9ru3SeREZqajZSQavacb08sJOhlyljMafdA_MAvn-_aXEtkdBDAK7yQFN7fLjuVtP4--TsSKv6i9jTK5drXxZngKF6iwMVGYYFmoLGt-GAaXJ3ZMuAv6JPedHnX2L8nLbrsyObaxSCh6oKPsbzMaMBU9JQ&maxdest=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.viator.com%3Ftsem%3Dtrue%26aid%3Dcritrm1%26mcid%3D42422%26supci%3D400982%26supap1%3D31137%26cto_pld%3Df5Q_eqF5AAABqEzqyoWo1w
https://cat.us5.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=7kzo3sPONCN7-ojJKDH-ZP86yHfU6BkAUNnaEtOBPrVzJRWbU2D8s3GtHuu4DCijL_Jtl_hqvZydqzqyzQqCcUupqccWbAB9TnKGgQeu454LycH5WA0YIm_Z66vwhjsfz4zciiWf2DztyZVdAVFlfFq4tZejY9_sGbu_CRfl3VXSDdWxuoqmI-X-GnOezKn4pTTLHG6n15bAkGW6i8sljeGcYh1jnl03Veb70A7-bCrjjce3s42XnH7oRNj9LdFqo0W5cVToNdyxwFG06UfQAuW2eOudd5sij7CT_1BjnkYqdKFZiB4N6zg30jLhHlkWKzFJwYawAmLYhAIQW5WNt53M2-AspZBfKTfrS4rfEM9lnoeTqtJ0ftA1JRf_jUli6QUh_CamgomHnk6_Oit6hKGeNXyr4VBvyIzTBt8rvCmLKqdSTksrzIxz93I7PrhKxLIjqIo1Zgx5wUDoGTJjnd9GYK7JuTg8FTjuE1DoWy8b7_0Tqo_lga110DqMBWWdls-ctD1-pOlia-5pfbiw0INEsAw&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.viator.com%2Fen-CA%2FOntario%2Fd263-ttd%2Fp-26713P1%3Ftsem%3Dtrue%26aid%3Dcritrm1%26mcid%3D42422%26supci%3D400982%26supap1%3D31137%26cto_pld%3DUAOAXqF5AADwR7RXAoRGPA
https://cat.us5.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=0yH3uMPONCN7-ojJKDH-ZP86yHfU6BkAUNnaEtOBPrVzJRWbU2D8s3GtHuu4DCijL_Jtl_hqvZydqzqyzQqCcUupqccWbAB9TnKGgQeu454LycH5WA0YIm_Z66vwhjsfz4zciiWf2DztyZVdAVFlfFq4tZdp2LGKEFoLLiVe0EGTN_j6osIx3F6pHPJcoXFtdnFnzwH_u2WfTX1-wv71MFt7JqzA3qSZw7mlz8hpdmEUjTakfyyz2p9BBw0EDakzieARYYLYdt00xUorUXH4oCK9cj8TROebhNzgiE7XCoJMx0m35sbR5F1DAu94e7Ghib_hZmi_O4wzk97d8LDLXdlfCD7k1rU-S__pgg902RJ3Rdl7seMAi9tXJSfxAhXy677u6st3GAMw1XRRCvNBA960C1fW8xilSkmPpgdOebToLzi6187ftOLI9HN4XAzQuYu-rqYvR8P0rXs7I6rpMa2g-yCMaF7u5wYNJCfsAsyYALrAMpBNZa7dYyBwRrkjC56Q--krXisPndoLqmzjr_f8Re0&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.viator.com%2Fen-CA%2FOntario%2Fd263-ttd%2Fp-54837P4%3Ftsem%3Dtrue%26aid%3Dcritrm1%26mcid%3D42422%26supci%3D400982%26supap1%3D31137%26cto_pld%3D7GkbhqF5AABMW3LF7pJNSw
https://cat.us5.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=O6BwlsPONCN7-ojJKDH-ZP86yHfU6BkAUNnaEtOBPrVzJRWbU2D8s3GtHuu4DCijL_Jtl_hqvZydqzqyzQqCcUupqccWbAB9TnKGgQeu454LycH5WA0YIm_Z66vwhjsfz4zciiWf2DztyZVdAVFlfFq4tZcD3Uf6x8Wx4S3a6VB3qJlU_2dosimDMS_C8ylv5zg5jRA2WjwNGduNNhIOb-KcdJ_XNpuwuL4lIXBus17xkET-iSVd5DV2-jJvd1bU6889lmNaUuoaA1GfgT2i2HsebVfQ7uxTO48g5c9E9pNYDVPPUcYBzyBlY1G9V7Y9VDKhOxMNg1R9pG6wGbZ0GLpvwEWk7JYr6-psghGJqDdg-qsAk6Tk35ekj70ZWxjnBTtXs30bXIRnxhtg7UiE1HrQKAVGQGhbq5d2vjWpAmmSTdIgbqPE8B1zaZYKRRpObqs7StOyiqpnD16vzEIfZwyQg1gpuPkBFFz33HGfc7FeDoV1-hOtPyzkdrT09fDDfdvJyTCTkDdBw07amnpZGFTUMHw&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.viator.com%2Fen-CA%2FParis%2Fd479-ttd%2Fp-5756SIGHTSEEING%3Ftsem%3Dtrue%26aid%3Dcritrm1%26mcid%3D42422%26supci%3D400982%26supap1%3D31137%26cto_pld%3Dtk6ELqF5AADDokECSUA08w
https://cat.us5.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=NkBwh8PONCN7-ojJKDH-ZP86yHfU6BkAUNnaEtOBPrVzJRWbU2D8s3GtHuu4DCijL_Jtl_hqvZydqzqyzQqCcUupqccWbAB9TnKGgQeu454LycH5WA0YIm_Z66vwhjsfz4zciiWf2DztyZVdAVFlfFq4tZeHHvhP6fa1rW-F-29wPGtHdZ5fj93t485nmGgHi5JB6oCtuHBXojMSz3x8_d7lnAYHhY3YnV46MjqFmRsaU6uqpGNn0Ap0aekCdNTFsFqHsdkmz_qWgTS9rF7VUUdlgSokY_Wo59yGQHo11ObgZAKvB1t03QYx6SZUyW0odfGQQY3hFQvQ0gfiJoNIyoD_Lv8b_FJ-9MKghuuYX9ifCZp3bmyy62aL8mnwKxjf-jYltZW8YqwILt0cidh7hna0zgOrGzYixNdbK1Qb4UF-uoD5aewQnUQiVGzDncnhbBaCmW1YPd4NPvep3r1nyOMM92stMuyQ0GAQbEiOUxG7RYzcjuQ3JPQPI_cPSeq3CBbN8IixZpkZ1kkUWZZFiTwn7Go&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.viator.com%2Fen-CA%2FOntario%2Fd263-ttd%2Fp-54837P1%3Ftsem%3Dtrue%26aid%3Dcritrm1%26mcid%3D42422%26supci%3D400982%26supap1%3D31137%26cto_pld%3DkfwQmaF5AABiZEQM1es-ow
https://cat.us5.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=Y9OKWMPONCN7-ojJKDH-ZP86yHfU6BkAUNnaEtOBPrVzJRWbU2D8s3GtHuu4DCijL_Jtl_hqvZydqzqyzQqCcUupqccWbAB9TnKGgQeu454LycH5WA0YIm_Z66vwhjsfz4zciiWf2DztyZVdAVFlfFq4tZdigrzl2oTKjv2ZHW-azkSpRXmSD-z0lTK96Ur1bNCKoPkdC6qMVP3oT2opSxioi2rIhRFBB_587MgGbSuZ4Sfp-eK7zB3Mhiwaqr-MPkLk6zI6OPaAq7FX_LU7Pj1mJotKll2mtg3xU_Pt7GNbVrkRdEwVIO6N0atbLSoKb4Kaf46jDgLdad4MBFtBtJT-m1zHnOiMN8_80kqbVz52WOVevh2ni6ufZW_i9lSzVUdTPEP9UQAhuuIrBLy9ymhXCoV46I-YYLCHW3CLbg_7l8HRTyIr1-bnCNzYWC9br2PQTi1LBoaVgpcSQ8iD9Ybxa8JWj_Ngrd4VebaeG8AsV1fB7jumYjwUdMKx3AcxqWSbNN9SYF2JtB_aZbeznaOcNqE&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.viator.com%2Fen-CA%2FOttawa%2Fd622-ttd%2Fp-6178DIVE%3Ftsem%3Dtrue%26aid%3Dcritrm1%26mcid%3D42422%26supci%3D400982%26supap1%3D31137%26cto_pld%3D-P6DnqF5AACl_b7NozUQuQ
https://privacy.us.criteo.com/adchoices?cppv=3&cpp=L7Zrq39gQzBhzWbzMKfIPam5z61_VRpXlCb7caTXrY67m7leeOb4_447KtFIfBI2xf9ifmX7JBGoDDB4JJXXbTaEBiilfeWpk-pX7iplgnKHKFzgfgPhavZFjDq9abxsF_t2CciaNjsWaWs89ty1Fikz1ls

06/05/24, 18:18 Secret document says Iran security forces molested and killed teen protester

"I was only thinking about how to transfer her and didn't ask any questions of anyone.
I only asked: 'Is she breathing?' I think it was Behrooz Sadeghy who answered, no, she
isdead'."

With a killing on his hands, Jalil called the IRGC's HQ for a third time.

Watch on

Nika's Last Breath

BBC Eye investigates a shocking report, written by the Islamic Revolutionary Guards
Corps (IRGC), showing how Nika Shakarami was hunted down, sexually assaulted and
bludgeoned to death.

Watch now on BBC iPlayer (UK Only)
.|

On this occasion, he spoke to a more senior officer, codenamed "Naeem 16".

Viator, Inc
1000 Islands 90-Minute Sightseeing Cruise

A Thousand Islands boat tour is a 'must do' activity when visiting Eastern
Ontario. Climb aboard our smaller, shallow draft vessels, providing for a more
close-up and personalized cruising experience. This 90-minute introductory
cruise offers frequent, convenient departures and features the 1000 Is

"We already had deaths in our stations, and I didn't want the number to rise to 20,"
Naeem 16 told the investigation. "Bringing her to the base wouldn't have solved any
problems."

He told Jalil to simply "dump her on the street". Jalil said they left Nika's body in a
quiet street under Tehran's Yadegar-e-Emam highway.

The report concludes that a sexual assault caused the fight in the rear compartment of
the van, and that strikes from Team 12 had caused Nika's death.

"Three batons and three Tasers were all used. It is not clear which one of the blows
was the fatal one," it says.

The report contradicts the government's narrative of what happened to Nika. Nearly a
month after her funeral, state television broadcast the results of the official

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-68840881 11/16
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Secret document says Iran security forces molested and killed teen protester

investigation, which said Nika had jumped to her death from a building.

It showed CCTV of a person it claimed was Nika entering an apartment block, but
Nika's mother told BBC Persian in a phone interview that she could not "under any
circumstances, confirm that person is Nika".

"We all know that they are lying," Nasrin Shakarami later told a BBC documentary,
discussing authorities' claims about the deaths of protesters.

The BBC Eye investigation was not just concerned with the content of the report, but
whether it could be trusted as an artefact.

Sometimes, what appear to be official Iranian documents and other materials
circulating on the internet are found to have been faked.

Most of these counterfeit documents, however, are easy to spot because they clearly
diverge from official formatting - showing erroneous spacing and letter headings, or
containing significant grammatical or spelling errors.

5]e]c] e
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be used by Iranian official bodies.
The document our investigation centred on contained a few such inconsistencies. For
instance, the "Naja" police force quoted in the report was known as "Faraja" at the time.
Therefore, to further test the document's veracity, we gave it to a former Iranian
intelligence officer who has seen hundreds of legitimate ones.

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-68840881
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06/05/24, 18:18 Secret document says Iran security forces molested and killed teen protester

He rang the IRGC archive - using an official code issued each day to senior intelligence
officers in Iran - to check if the case file this report was allegedly part of really existed
and what it was about.

He received confirmation that it did, and that the report's number showed it was part
of a 322-page case file on anti-government protesters in 2022.

While we can never be 100% certain, this gave us confidence that it is genuine.

His unique access to the IRGC also helped us iron out another mystery - the identity of
"Naeem 16", the man who told the team to dump Nika's body.

The former intelligence officer did this by making another call - this time to someone
inside Iran's military apparatus. He was told Naeem 16 is the call sign for a Captain
Mohammad Zamani, serving in the IRGC.

That name is listed as one of the attendees at the five-hour hearing into Nika's death
that the report summarises.

We put the allegations to the IRGC and the Iranian government. They did not respond.
The men responsible for Nika's death were not punished, so far as we know.
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06/05/24, 18:18 Secret document says Iran security forces molested and killed teen protester

Social media

Nika with her sister Aida (R) who has herself now been arrested
A clue as to why that might be the case can be found in the document itself. All of

Team 12 - who were at the hearing - are listed in the report and to the right of their
names is the group to which they belong: "Hezbollah".

This refers to an Iranian paramilitary group, Hezbollah, unrelated to the Lebanese
group of the same name. Its members are used by the IRGC but sometimes operate
outside its jurisdiction, as the report seems to acknowledge:

"Since the above persons belonged to the forces of Hezbollah, following up this case
beyond obtaining the necessary commitments and security guarantees has not been
possible," it says.

IRGC officer Naeem 16, on the other hand, was given a written reprimand, it adds.
As many as 551 protesters were killed by security forces during Iran's Woman, Life,
Freedom movement, most of them by gunfire, according to the UN's fact-finding
mission.

The protests subsided after a few months due to the bloody crackdown by security
forces. There followed a lull in activity by Iran's morality police, but a new crackdown
on breaches of the Islamic dress code began earlier this month.
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06/05/24, 18:18 Secret document says Iran security forces molested and killed teen protester

Among those to have been arrested is Nika's elder sister, Aida..

Iran morality police arrest dead protester's sister, family says
Iranian women face 10 years' jail under hijab bill

Iran Mahsa Amini 2022 Iran protests

Related

Governments not protecting press  Iran charges journalists after BBC = Have Iran-Israel missile strikes

freedom, report says report on teen protester's death changed the Middle East?
3daysago  World 4daysago  Middle East 27 Apr2024  Middle East
More

24 Apr 2024

Iranian rapper sentenced to death, says lawyer

Musician Toomaj Salehi had backed anti-government nationwide protests in
2022.

24 Apr2024  Middle East

1eferz02t - Iran morality police arrest dead protester's
sister, family says
Aida Shakarami was detained for allegedly violating the compulsory hijab laws,
her mother says.
18 Apr2024  Middle East

8 Mar 2024

Iran state violence led to Mahsa Amini death, UN says

The UN mission also found "disproportionate use of lethal force" by security forces against protesters.
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oMz Iran executions surge again 'to instil societal
fear'
Rights organisations link the rise in executions to nationwide protests led by
women and girls.
5Mar 2024  Middle East

4 Mar 2024

Record low turnout in Iran polls as hardliners
win

Most reformists were barred from the elections, which saw a turnout of only 41%
after boycott calls.

4 Mar2024  Middle East
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Nika Shakrami (October 10, 1384 — September 29, 1401) was a protesting
teenager who participated in the 1401 uprising in Iran, and was tortured and
killed by the repressive forces 131 of the Islamic Republic . [415] According to
the videos recorded on 29 Shahrivar 1401, Shakrami had an active presence in
protests such as burning scarves and shouting slogans. [61l7] As the
crackdown began, the security forces seriously sought to arrest him that night.
In his last call, Nika said that agents are looking for him on Keshavarz
Boulevard in Tehran. Nika disappeared after that call. The last available picture
shows him hiding between cars so that the officers cannot arrest him. [8]
According to witnesses, shortly after this moment, he was arrested and seen in
a police van. His [9] family identified his injured body in Kahrizak after 10 days .

['] The security officers then stole his body and buried it secretly

Some sources have raised the possibility of sexual assault and theft of his
internal organs by the forces of the Islamic Republic due to the presence of
suture marks and autopsy on Shakrami's body . [1911] Nasreen Shakrami
(Nika's mother) says that after seeing her daughter's body, except for a
fracture in the skull and jaw area, there were no injuries in other parts of her

body and that they killed her daughter and threatened her to force her to
1410131112 "confess

In April 2024, the BBC announced that it had found evidence that Nika was
killed with batons in a refrigerated truck by three IRGC forces after being
[171[161115]  sexually assaulted and beaten

Life

Nika Shakrami was born on Mehr 10, 2004 in Khorramabad . [18119] He was
interested in art and was studying at a conservatory in Tehran and working in a
cafe. Her classmate said this about Nika: "Nika Shakrami was extroverted and a
person of peace" [29] Nika's parents were both from Khorramabad , her father's
job was a contractor, her mother Nasreen Shakrami is an artist and a
housewife. He also has an older sister named Ida. Nika's father died in 1392
when she was 8 years old, after the death of her husband, her mother migrated
to Fardis Karaj with her children to be close to her paternal family. Nika lived in
Fardis until the year before she was murdered, when she migrated to Tehran to
study. According to Nika's relatives, he was a kind artist who had several arts

[22][11][21] and skills and had a special skill in painting

Arrested and killed in the uprising of 1401

i [23]

As one of the chant leaders of the protests, Nika Shakram stood on an
overturned trash can and twirled a flaming scarf in the air amid chants of death
[24] o the dictator
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Killed by several Known He disappeared on 29 Shahrivar 1401 in Keshavarz Boulevard, Tehran . Mehr 7,
1401 (three days before Nika's birthday) his family identified his body in

security officers for Kahrizak . In his last call, he said that he was running away from the officers.
affiliated with His family searched for him in all prisons, detention centers, security police
the Islamic offices and hospitals since Tuesday night, 29 September. He went missing with
Revolutionary his birth certificate in his backpack. [251[26] Nika was available until around
Guard Corps [2] .7:00 a.m. on 30 September and after that her mobile phone was switched[é)é‘l]c
in the 1401
uprising of Iran Shakrami's family had approached the security police on 7 Mehr when

completing his missing case. There they are told that a body matching his

profile has been found and to come for identification. In Kahrizak, during the identification, they only showed his face
and did not allow the family to see the body. Atesh Shakrami, her aunt, said: "The cause of Nika's death was
announced as a fall from a height, but according to the pictures shown to them, my brother said that the shape of the
body lying on the sidewalk was not normal and it did not seem like he was thrown from a height. In the morning,
when they went to hand over the body, they saw that his nose was destroyed, and his skull and forehead [2%] were
[20] broken and disintegrated from multiple blows of a hard object . [261[27] Nika was recognized by her birthmark

Shakrami's Telegram and Instagram accounts were deleted the night his mobile phone was turned off and
[25] disappeared

Violence and sexual assault on him

According to some confidential documents published in 1403 solar year, some security officers affiliated with the
Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps [28] after beating and torturing Nika Shakrami with a shocker and a baton,
[29] sexually assaulted her before killing her

The hacker group " Adalat Ali " made millions of documents available to the public on its website and Telegram
channel on Tuesday, March 1, 1402, after a cyber attack and intrusion into the judicial case management system of
the Judiciary of the Islamic Republic of Iran . According to one of these highly confidential documents, Nika Shakrami
was transferred from 129 Jami police station to the forensic pathologist in Kohrizk on 30 September 1401 "as an
unidentified body" and the reason for referral was "falling from a building". According to this document, which is a
report from Abbas Masjidi Arani, the head of the forensic medical organization of the country, to "Ansari", the
political and social deputy of the Supreme National Security Council , "in the examination of the body, the cause of
death was stated to be multiple physical injuries following being hit by a hard object." According to this document, in
addition to Nika Shakrami's "injuries consistent with a conflict or defensive injuries in her body", "in the genital
examination, traces of rape or violent sex were evident". Another point in this document is the emphasis of the head
of the country's Forensic Medicine Organization on the bodies of the dead protesters in this text, according to him,
this organization avoids "collecting their files" due to "avoiding the accumulation of statistics in one place" and the

[31][30] files in each The province is reviewed "independently

After the publication of this letter, Mizan news agency , citing the public relations of the forensic medicine, denied the
existence of such a letter and wrote that this letter did not conform to the letter number format of the forensic
[32] organization and its date was set to a day off

The BBC World Service has obtained documents that indicate that three men who were assigned by the Iranian
security forces to counter the protest demonstrations of 1401 sexually assaulted Nika Shakrami and then killed her.
These documents contain the reports of the people involved in the arrest and murder of Nika Shakrami, including the

[17] statements of these people (Arash Kalhor, Sadegh Manjezi, Behrouz Sadeghi and Morteza Jalil)

Preventing the security police from filing a case
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According to a report from a source close to Nika Shakrami's family, after Nika's disappearance, the security police
did not allow her family to file @ missing persons case, and the government was supposed to bury her body as an
[33] unidentified person

The narratives

A few days after the disappearance of Nika's body, the government of the Islamic Republic claimed that she
committed suicide by jumping from the top of a building. [341[35] while independent reports indicate that Nika's
body was handed over to his family while his face was crushed and destroyed by batons . Also, an informed source
told Radio Zamane and his friends that Nika Shakrami was seen in the middle of the protests on Tuesday night, 29
September, at the intersection of Keshavarz Boulevard and 16 Azar Street. [36] people who saw Nika's last footage
and moments on the street, in an interview with CNN , stated that several plainclothes forces arrested her after a

[9] chase

Nasreen Shakrami, Nika's mother =

Nika Shakrami's mother, Nasreen Shakrami, called her daughter's
death a "crime" in a video broadcast by Radio Farda and said that
she was pressured to confess on television and that Nika's death
First interview would be shown as a "suicide" from her forced words. Refuting the
government's claim that she fell from a height, he said: "I saw my
daughter's body many times after receiving her body, and her
Second interview whole body was completely healthy, and there were no fractures or
bruises on her arms and legs. "He was hit very hard and his skull

[3711131[12] * was crushed and his jaw was broken

Phone interview with Nasrin Shakrami

In an exclusive interview with Iran International TV , which was broadcast on Thursday evening, 14 October 1401,
Nasrin Shakrami said that in the first days after her daughter's disappearance during the protests, the relevant
institutions, including Evin and Kahrizak prisons , did not care for them to register their request about Nika's
disappearance. After a week, they registered their request. He added: "Families who came to Evin prison due to not
knowing about their children were beaten." He emphasized that he believed that Nika was killed on the 29th of

[38] Shahrivar in the demonstration and her body was delivered to the morgue of Kehrizak on the same day

Her mother also called the contradicting claims of the Islamic Republic authorities about her daughter's death as
brazen and said: "Each of them says one word and whatever they want. It is not the first time that they hide the
[38] " truth

Government narrative =

On the evening of Monday, October 11th, the Prosecutor of Tehran announced the filing of a judicial case in the
Criminal Crimes Prosecutor's Office to investigate the cause of Nika Shakrami's death. [391 [40]l41] Tagnim news
agency , affiliated to the IRGC , reported that eight people were arrested in connection with the death of Nika
Shakrami. [41] In this regard, the government of Iran tried to deny Nika's murder by the security forces by forcing a
confession from her relatives and creating many scenarios. Nika Shakrami's mother called the Islamic Republic's
account of her daughter's death "a lie and a scenario". He also went on to say that from the "ridiculous and filthy and

baseless lies" of the security apparatus and the fact that they forced his siblings to repeat government scenarios; It is
[43][42] 3 shock

Tehran municipality document =

According to the document published by the Tehran Municipality, in a letter addressed to Khorram Abad Mausoleum,
[44] "the cause of Nika Shakrami's death was stated as "multiple injuries caused by being hit by a hard object
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Iranian government television =

The Islamic Republic of Iran Sed and Sima, Iran's state television, in a program in which Atash Shakrami and Mohsen
Shakrami, Nika's aunt and uncle, are also present; He presented a narrative of Nika Shakrami's death that
exonerates the security forces. According to BBC Farsi, a source close to Nika Shakrami's family told this network that

. her aunt and uncle were under heavy pressure from the security apparatus and threatened to confess on television
[45]

BBC World Service investigative report

On April 30, 2024, the BBC announced that it had obtained a highly classified report from the Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps , which indicated that Nika Shakrami was killed by three members of the security forces of the Islamic
Republic of Iran, Arash Kalhor, Sadegh Manjezi, and Behrouz Sadeghi. According to the report, he initially manages
to escape from the officers, but is caught after an hour and taken to a refrigerated truck. The officers first take her to
one of the nearby police stations, but she is not accepted due to the full capacity of the detention center. After that,
the officers reach an agreement with the head of a detention center in the south of Tehran to deliver Nika there, but
the head of the detention center later changes his mind. . At this time, Morteza Jalil, the head of the officers, after
receiving an assignment from his superiors in the IRGC, decides to take a detainee to Evin . Sartim, who was sitting
next to the driver, said that when they were moving towards Evin, he heard a sound indicating a collision in the rear
of the truck. One of the agents says that because Nika gave them "honorable obscenity", Arash Kalhar covered her
mouth with a sock, made her lie on the floor of the refrigerator and sat on her. Also, an officer said that he witnessed
that Sadiq Manjezi put his hand inside the pants of a detainee while he was sitting on it. Meanwhile, Nika kicked one
of them in the face. During the conflict, Morteza Jalil orders the car to stop and after opening the refrigerator, he
encounters the lifeless body of Nika Shakrami. In this situation, he contacts a senior IRGC officer with the
organizational name of "Naeem 16" and the identity of "Captain Mohammad Zamani" and according to this person's

[16][15] order, Nika's body is left in a deserted street on Yadgar Imam highway

The publication of this report had a wide reflection in the media and social networks and caused an angry reaction
from the authorities and media close to the Islamic Republic. [461[4711481149] The prosecutor's Office of Tehran also
announced on 12 May 1403 that it has announced criminal charges against several Iranian journalists for publishing

[50] hews about this report

Funeral

While Nika's body was supposed to be buried in Salehin Cemetery in Khorramabad , the security officers stole his
body from the washroom in Khorramabad and buried it in a remote village called Hayat al -Ghaib, 40 kilometers from
Khorramabad, in a cemetery of the same name on the 11th of October. handed over His burial was carried out in the
presence of at least 70 to 80 armed security officers and without the presence of family members. Two family
members of Nika, who went to this village after learning about the kidnapping of their niece's body by the security
officers, were arrested after the burial. ['1[411121] Njka Shakrami's aunt wrote in a tweet to announce Nika's funeral:
"On Saturday the 9th of Mehr, we received Nika's body. On Sunday, the 10th of Mehr, we will move his body to
Khorramabad, and on Monday afternoon, we will bury him in Salehin Cemetery in Khorramabad. You are invited to
Nika's last birthday; Goodness that is no more and is always there; May thousands and thousands of brave good men

[51]" be born from the death of brave good man
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Videos have been published on social networks where the people of Khorramabad gathered for Nika's burial and
chanted slogans against the government while security officers shot at them. [52] Nika Shakrami's aunt published a
picture of his tombstone, on which she wrote: "You were born in the blood of your liver, I gave you to your
[53] " motherland

Fortieth ceremony

Despite the security measures, the 40th Nika ceremony was held on November 5, 1401, with the presence of a large
number of people in Hayat Al Ghaib cemetery near Khorramabad . This ceremony turned into a scene of anti-
government protests and the security forces used tear gas to disperse the crowd . Nika Shakrami's mother gave a
speech at the ceremony, and during her speech, the attendees chanted "Khamenei is a killer, his province is invalid",
"All these years of crime, death to this province". [54] A number of women participating in this ceremony took off

[55]  their hijab

Arrest of relatives

Security agents Atesh Shahkarmi and Mohsen Shahkarmi arrested his aunt and uncle. Also, according to one of the
sources, the security officers threatened Shakrami's family that if they don't keep quiet, they will also kill Atash
Shakrami. [11 Shakrami's family was under pressure and security threats to force confession. Nika Shakrami's
relatives were threatened to confirm in an interview with state media that she was not present at the demonstration

[41] and that she had fallen from the top of a building

Aida Shakrami, the sister of Nika Shakrami, a protester killed in the revolutionary uprising, who was arrested during
[56] the "Khamenei street war with women" in the context of hijab, was released on bail

reactions

T Stephane Dujarric , the spokesman of the United Nations Secretary General , =
' expressed his concern in his media meeting with reporters regarding the

published report on the manner of Nika Shakrami's death and said that if the BBC
[57] sends them the documents, it will definitely be dealt with

The murder of Shakrami and the discovery of his body caused many reactions. =

[41] 1 response to his death and the uncertainty of how he was Kkilled,

#Nika_Shakerami was used 2 million times on Twitter until October 14, 1401,
[601[591[58] and this hashtag became a trend

Guardian newspaper's The Iranian Human Rights Organization issued a statement on October 14, 1401: =
reaction to Nika Shakrami's

death "The claim full of contradictions by the authorities of the Islamic Republic about

the manner of Nika Shakrami's death, which was made on the basis of the
broadcast of cut and incomplete films along with the television confession of her
relatives, is not acceptable. " [67] Siamand Moini, the co-chairman of Hayat Azad Party of Kurdistan, considered
the killing of youths like Shakrami a crime and a great mockery and disrespect to the people of Lorestan and
[62] asked the people of Lore to protect Nika's memory

Ali Karimi , a former Iranian football player, wrote: "Dear Nikay, all the people of Iran are ashamed of the way =
you were killed." May your soul be happy, my daughter.” [67] Gholamreza Mohammadi , the former head coach
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of Iran's national wrestling team, wrote: "The lifeless and injured body of the 17-year-old teenager was handed
[631" over to his family after eight days
[64] The Iranian Human Rights Organization has blamed Ali Khamenei for his murder =

Maulvi Abdulhamid Esmailzahi emphasized the legal punishment of the perpetrators of rape and torture of Nika =
[65] Shakrami

depended queries

Violation of human rights by the Islamic Republic of Iran
Violation of children's rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran =
Violation of women's rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran =
Sexual abuse or rape of prisonersinIran =

The dead of Iran's 1401 uprising =

Mahsa Amini was killed =
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Very confidential

Dear Mr. Ansari

Respeacled. political-social dapuly of tha Suprema MNational Securty Council

Hello

With greetings and blessings upon Muhammad and the family of Muhammad
(pbuh); with respect, return to letter No. 329812 dated 09/08/1401 to___

SUMMOoNS:

A) Deceased Mika Shakrami, son of Abbas the historian

06/30/1401 at around 21:40 as an unidentified body from the 129 Jami clan, which
o had mentioned the cause of referral as a fall from the building, it was
reported to the forensic pathologist of Kahrizak that on 07/09/1401, the—
mather of the deceased named Nasrin Shakrami with a letter of amendment
Refers to the medical examiner and announces the identity of the deceased.
In the examination of the dead body, the cause of death is determined due to
multiple physical injuries following a hit by a hard object. It should be noted that
no toxic substances or alcohol were found in the body of the deceased.
In response to the guestions of the judicial authority, it was also mentioned that 1-
according to the pattern - the distribution and severity of the injuries, the manner
of occurrence is more consistent with the fall accident, 2- the injuries consistent
with conflict or defensive injuries in the body of the deceased are observed

3- In the genital examination, signs of rape or =
violent sex were evident.

B. With regard o tha incidants and rials of the preavious years and with the cooardination of
pratection and information of this arganization and the General Directorate of Sacurity-of the plaintiff
And... this organization does not collect cases related to nots,

| avoiding the accumulation of statistics in one place, therefore, in E.-Elc:h
province, the cases of the same province are investigated independently.

It should be noted that the bodies referred to the crganization

Military and police forces or passers-by and rioters

declared to be subject to prison incidents « + « « nave been collectvely
i Evin and Lakan priscn are also in Gilan.

Dr. Abbas Masjidi Arani, head

of the Forensic Medicine Organization
Country
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INTERNATIONAL

Nika Shakarami

Document Shows Iranian Protester Raped Before Murder

Wednesday, 02/21/2024

A recently unveiled document has revealed that 16-year-old Nika Shakarami was raped by state-backed security during the

Women, Life, Freedom protests.

The document, circulating on social media and seemingly discovered among a trove of files accessed after a hacktivist group
breached the servers of the Iranian judiciary on Tuesday, contains evidence confirming that Shakarami had been subjected to

rape amid a state sanctioned campaign of sexual violence as documented by rights groups.
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The trove of documents obtained by the hacktivist group Edalat-e Ali covers a wide range of sensitive topics, spanning from
internal discussions within the National Security Council following Mahsa Amini's death to efforts aimed at curbing

unauthorized VPN vendors, protests against the 2020 employment examination, and cases related to economic corruption.

Abbas Masjedi Arani, head of the Forensic Medicine Organization has sent the "very confidential" letter to the Supreme
National Security Council, explicitly stating, "In the genital examination, signs indicating assault or rough sexual intercourse

were evident."

Nika Shakarami, a 16-year-old, was abducted and murdered by security forces during the anti-regime protests which swept

Iran in 2022 following the death of Mahsa Amini in police custody.

Nika's final communication with a friend in September detailed how security forces were pursuing her on Keshavarz Boulevard
in Tehran before she mysteriously disappeared. Her family identified her body ten days later, revealing signs of torture, abuse,

and beatings inflicted by security forces.

Government agents later seized Nika's body from Khorramabad and secretly buried her in a village in Lorestan, located in

western Iran.

The aftermath of Mahsa Amini's death saw over 500 civilians, including children and teens like Nika, lose their lives in the

ensuing uprising.

More News

Iranian Cleric Filming Woman In Qom Sparks Controversy Iranian Playwright, Director Transferred To Prison To Serve
Sentence
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False claims over Nika Shakarami’s

murder provoke public outrage

October 5, 2022
Women's News

Iran protests continue on the 20th day despite the
massive clampdown

False claims over Nika Shakarami’s murder provoke public outrage

Iran protests with the leading role of women continued for the 20» day on Wednesday, October 5,
2022, despite brutal suppression and internet restrictions.

Protests were reported from dozens of districts in Tehran, including Valiasr, Saadatabad, Niavaran,

etc. There were also reports from Qom, Shiraz, and Nurabad (Fars), Talesh and Lahijan

(Gilan), Isfahan, Sanandaj, Kermanshah, Karaj, Mashhad, Jolfa, etc.

A nightly protest was held in Valiasr Ave. in downtown Tehran with young people chanting, “Death
to the dictator!”

Protesters in Nurabad, southern Fars Province, set fire to a monument in one of the squares. In
Talesh, northern Gilan Province, protesters blocked the roads with fire and resisted security forces

dispatched to disperse the rallies.
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Due to internet restrictions, information could not be obtained from many cities across Iran.

The new generation of high school students has also joined the protests. (Click to watch a video clip

in this regard.)

Public outrage over the detentions, murder of Nika Shakarami

In the meantime, the clerical regime continues rounding up protesters and activists.
Security forces have Kkilled at least 400, and an estimated 20,000 have been arrested and detained.

The situation in the Iranian regime’s prisons has been reported as horrible, with the detainees having

no place to sleep, not enough food, and lacking enough bathrooms for many detainees.

The regime has also resorted to producing fake videos to cover up its role in the torture, rape, and

murder of Nika Shakarami, the 17-year-old protester detained on September 20 in Tehran.

Images of a younger Nika Shakarami shared on the social media

Tehran’s municipality initially indicated the reason for the death of Nika Shakarami as numerous
heavy blows to her head. The regime has claimed on state TV that she had thrown herself from a

building and committed suicide.
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Security forces arrested Nika’s aunt, Atash Shakarami, and uncle, forcing them to make false
confessions on TV. Both had initially announced that Nika had been abducted for ten days and the

conditions of her death were suspicious.

The intelligence services threatened the Shakarami family to keep silent; otherwise, they would

receive the body of Atash, too.

The Iranian public reacted with outrage, accusing the regime of lying about the innocent gir’s torture,

rape, and murder.

After #Mahsa_Amini and #Hadis_Najafi, the hashtag #Nika_Shakarami has been tweeted more than
2 million times and turned into a secret code for freedom-loving Iranians to continue to seek justice

for these innocent souls.
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Iranian public grieves over the vicious murder of Nika Shakarami and commemorates her



24/01/23, 20:13 What really happened to Nika Shahkarami? Witnesses to her final hours cast doubt on Iran's story | CNN

[ Video Ad Feedback

Exclusive evidence shows protester was chased and then detained by police before disappearance
04:01 - Source: CNN

{ See More Videos }

What really happened to Nika Shahkarami? Witnesses to her final
hours cast doubt on Iran’s story

By Gianluca Mezzofiore, Katie Polglase and Adam Pourahmadi, CNN
Updated 10:22 AM EDT, Thu October 27, 2022

 f] = ©

(CNN) — A black-clad Iranian girl stands on top of an overturned garbage bin, waving her headscarf as it is engulfed by flames, amid chants of “death to the dictator.”
A moment later, video shows, she crouches to collect another scarf, from a friend, which she will also set on fire in front of the protesters.

The girl was 16-year-old Nika Shahkarami, from Tehran. A few hours after these scenes were recorded on September 20, in videos exclusively obtained and verified by CNN, Nika went
missing. And more than one week later, her family learned that she was dead.

Iranian authorities claimed Nika’'s body was found at the back of a courtyard on the morning of September 21. Her mother wasn’t given access to identify her until 8 days later. CCTV
footage released by the authorities timestamped just after midnight as September 20 became September 21 showed the figure of a masked person they said was Nika entering a
building that was uninhabited, and still under construction in Tehran.
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Nika Shahkarami seen burning a headscarf at the protests on September 20th. Eyewitnesses said she didn’t seem scared of the riot police standing nearby.

A Tehran prosecutor initially said she died after being thrown from the building’s roof, and that her death “had no connection to the protests” of that day, but despite apparently
declaring her death a homicide, he did not say whether there were suspects under investigation. State broadcasters reported that she “fell,” but did not provide evidence to support the
claim it was an accident.

On Wednesday, after CNN asked the government to comment on the evidence in this investigation, an Iranian media report quoted a Tehran prosecutor as saying that Nika’s death was
a suicide. Iranian authorities still have not responded to CNN’s repeated inquiries about Nika’s death.

Authorities never explained why Nika would enter that building on her own, and Nika’s mother has said she doesn’t believe the masked person is Nika. Her mother has said she believes
Nika was killed by the authorities, but the authorities have never said whether Nika was in their custody at any point.

But dozens of videos and eyewitness accounts obtained exclusively by CNN indicate that Nika appears to have been chased and detained by Iranian security forces that night. One key
eyewitness, Ladan, told CNN she saw Nika being taken into custody at the protest by “several large-bodied plainclothes security officers” who bundled her into a car.

Moments earlier, this witness, while stuck in Tehran traffic, filmed a video that purportedly shows Shahkarami ducking behind a white car and yelling “tekoon nakhor, tekoon nakhor” -
which means “don’t move, don’t move” - to its driver before running away from the brief shelter it gave her.

Seven people who knew Nika and spoke to CNN confirmed it was her. The same footage, filmed at 8.37 p.m. on September 20, also shows anti-riot police on motorcycles, patrolling the
area.

“l wanted to save her, but | couldn’t,” said Ladan. “There were about 20 or 30 Basijis on motorcycles on the sidewalk,” she said, using the local name for the paramilitary organization
that has been at the forefront of the state’s crackdown on protesters.

"Shahkarami was throwing rocks at them. | was scared and | even went past her and said, ‘Be careful dear!’ because there were a number of plainclothes police in the streets going
through the cars looking for her.

“Fifty meters ahead they got her,” Ladan added.

Tracing Nika Shahkarami’s final hours

Iranian authorities claim Nika Shahkarami was thrown off a roof to her death on the night of
Sept. 20, in an incident unconnected to the protests taking place earlier that evening. CNN's
analysis of footage from the night and interviews with eyewitnesses show Nika was at the
center of the protests that night and ended up in an area surrounded by police where she
was finally detained.
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Around 8 p.m.
Eyewitnesses say they spotted
Nika here, making a phone call.

Ladan came forward to CNN after realising that the teenager she had filmed and spoken to was the one whose death had been reported days later. CNN exclusively spoke to several
witnesses who were at the Tehran protest on September 20 with the help of activist group 1500Tasvir.

Other videos, including the scarf-burning ones, are evidence that Nika was at the forefront of the protests earlier in the night, before the crackdown started - fearlessly leading chants
and throwing rocks, according to several testimonies.

That would have made her a target for security forces, including members of Iran’s feared Basij militia, as they started to descend into the area around the University of Tehran and
Keshavarz Boulevard where most of the protesters gathered that evening, witnesses said.

“I remember how brave she was because she would go up on the garbage bin and wouldn’t come down. She also burned her head scarf,” said Najmeh, a protester who was with Nika
at the demonstration.

CNN is using pseudonyms for all of the witnesses quoted in this investigation, due to the risk to their safety.

Police ‘firing tear gas and pellet shots’

Students had gathered near Laleh Park around 5 to 6 p.m. on September 20 to protest the death of Mahsa Amini, a 22-year-old Kurdish-Iranian woman who died last month in state
custody after being detained by the country’s morality police, allegedly for how she was dressed.

The scene was one that has become familiar in Tehran in recent weeks: young people, mostly women, chanting “death to the dictator,” burning headscarves and throwing rocks toward

security forces.

Nika Shahkarami is visible at the frontline of the protests, throwing rocks at riot police further down the street.

At one point, a trash bin was brought over and overturned to block the road. Nika hopped on top along with a couple of others, video footage showed.

“She burned her head scarf and waved it. | told her not to wave it because you could burn yourself, just hold it until it burns,” said Nima, who was also at the protest and saw the events
unfold. “Then she took the headscarves of the two friends who were with her and burned those as well.”

In other videos from that evening geolocated and verified by CNN, Nika is shown hurling rocks at anti-riot police forces. She’s carrying a distinctive CAT rucksack and wearing a black
mask and hat on her head. Sounds that appear to be gunshots can be heard.

From 7 to 8 p.m., the security forces’ crackdown intensified, witnesses said. “They were firing tear gas and pellet shots and grabbing protesters. Almost all of us were confronting them

and running away,” said Reza, another witness.

As anti-riot police and Basij forces filled the streets, protesters started to move in all directions to escape the crackdown.
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Another witness, Dina, who spent some of the protest walking alongside Nika, told CNN she saw Nika in front of a gas station not far from the University of Tehran, where the group of
protesters had gathered after fleeing tear gas launched by the security forces. Others managed to capture on video those being detained by what appeared to be plainclothes officers.
Reza added: “I saw with my own eyes security forces hitting women with batons, and they grabbed many of them and took them to police vans.”

It is in this context of extreme repression of the protest that Nika was last seen by the witnesses who spoke to CNN - and nine more days would pass before her family was given official
word of her whereabouts. Videos verified and geolocated by CNN prove that the girl, in the last witness footage provided to CNN showing her alive, was hemmed in by security forces on
three sides.

“| think Nika got stuck that night when we were running away. Because she was very young,” Dina said.

Atash Shahkarami/Twitter

Nika Shahkarami, seen in a picture posted on the Twitter feed of Atash Shahkarami.

Conflicting accounts

While Iranian authorities insist Nika died on the grounds of that uninhabited building, her mother Nasrin told Etemad, an independent Iranian newspaper, in an interview published on
October 10 that she believes her daughter “was at the protests and killed there.”

Iranian security forces arrested eight people who were workers in the building which Nika allegedly entered a few hours after eyewitnesses saw her at the September 20 protests, state-
aligned news agency Tasnim reported on October 4. Tehran'’s prosecutor Ali Salehi said a judicial criminal case had been launched and expressed his condolences to Nika’s family, state
run IRNA said.
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The last known video of Nika, filmed at 8:37 p.m. She is seen hiding between cars to avoid the riot police.

Mohammad Shahriari, the head of criminal prosecution of Tehran province, initially said Nika’s injuries corresponded with having been “thrown down,” citing an autopsy that revealed
multiple fractures in the area of the pelvis, head, upper and lower limbs, hands, feet and hip, Tasnim reported.

He added that “an investigation showed this incident had no connection to the protests. No bullet holes were found on the body.”

CNN has repeatedly sought comment from the Iranian authorities on whether Nika was detained at the protests that night and whether other women were assaulted and put in police
vehicles. CNN also asked the Tehran prosecutor’s office about the status of the criminal investigation into Nika’s death. No responses were received prior to the publication of this story.

On Wednesday, the online news outlet Mizan, which is affiliated with Iran’s judiciary, published a report saying that Nika’s death had been a suicide, citing a Tehran prosecutor.
However, a death certificate first seen by BBC Persian and verified by CNN states that Shahkarami died from multiple injuries caused by blows with a hard object.

In the Etemad interview, Nasrin said she had spoken by phone with Shahkarami many times on the day she disappeared. The background noise during the calls indicated she and the
other protesters were fleeing from security forces, Nasrin added.

Nika also mentioned a few locations she was in - Enghelab Square, Keshavarz Boulevard and Valiasr street - according to Nasrin, which match the videos geolocated by CNN.

Nasrin last spoke with her daughter just before midnight, she said, and after that, all her attempts to call Nika indicated that Nika’s phone had been disconnected. Nika’s Instagram and
Telegram accounts were deleted, according to Nika’s aunt and several protesters who spoke to CNN.

For days, her family says they went to police stations, jails, and hospitals looking for traces of her, all to no avail. Finally, on September 30, Nika’s mother and brother were asked to
identify Nika’'s corpse, she told BBC Persian.

On October 6, in an interview with Radio Farda, Nasrin claimed that while she and other members of the family were looking for Nika in the days after her disappearance, one person
gave her Nika’s national ID number and told her “the IRGC got her, they wanted to slowly interrogate her.”

That matches what Shahkarami’s aunt, Atash, told BBC Persian soon after she disappeared. “An unofficial source from the IRGC themselves got in touch with me and said, this kid was
in our custody a week ago, and after we were done interrogating and building the case file, 1 or 2 days ago (she) was transferred to Evin prison,” Atash said.

Atash and Nika's uncle, Mohsen, were subsequently arrested by Iranian security forces and forced to make a false statement, according to BBC Persian, citing a source close to the
family. Following the BBC'’s reporting, when reached by CNN, Atash asked not to be contacted again, citing safety concerns.

While the family searches for answers, the people who were with Nika on that day are also still reeling from her death.

“The situation was very scary, and everyone thought of escaping,” Dina said. “I can’t forgive myself for Nika's death. She was a child.”
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Nika Shakrami (10 Mehr 1384 — 29 Shahrivar 1401) was one of the young protestors
participating in the 1401 Uprising of Iran , who was tortured and killed by the repressive forces (2]
of the Islamic Republic . [31[41 Based on the videos recorded on 29 Shahrivar, Shakrami has been
very active in the front line of the protests without any fear, such as burning scarves and shouting
slogans. Therefore, with the beginning of repression, the security forces have seriously sought to
arrest him that night. In the last call, Nika said that the agents were looking for her on Keshavarz
Boulevard in Tehran, and then she disappeared. The last available picture of him shows him hiding
between cars so that the officers cannot arrest him. According to witnesses, shortly after this
moment, he is finally arrested and seen in a police van. [°] His family identified his injured body in

("] Kahrizak after 10 days . The security officers stole his body and buried it secretly

Some reliable sources have raised the possibility of sexual assault and theft of his internal organs
by the forces of the Islamic Republic due to the presence of suture marks and autopsy on
Shakrami's body . [61l71 The Iranian Human Rights Organization has blamed Ali Khamenei for his

(8] murder

Life

Nika Shakrami was born on 10 Mehr 1384 in Khorramabad . [91 [101[111012] He was interested in
art and was studying at a conservatory in Tehran and working in a cafe. Her classmate said about
Nika: "Nika Shakrami was extroverted and friendly" ['3] Nika's parents were both from
Khorramabad , her father's job was a contractor, her mother Nasreen Shakrami is an artist and a
housewife. He also has an older sister named Ida. Nika's father died in 1392 when she was 8 years
old, after the death of her husband, her mother moved to Fardis Karaj with her children to be close
to her paternal family. Nika lived in Fardis until the year before she was murdered, when she
migrated to Tehran to study. According to Nika's relatives, he was a kind artist who had several arts

(1511711141 and skills and had a special skill in painting

Allegation of rape

The " Adalat Ali " hacker group made millions of documents available to the public on its website
and Telegram channel on Tuesday, March 1, 1402, after a cyber attack and intrusion into the
judicial case management system of the Islamic Republic of Iran. According to one of these "highly
confidential" documents, Nika Shakrami was transferred from 129 Jami police station to the
forensic pathologist of Kahrizak on 30 September 1401 "as an unknown body" and the reason for
the referral was "falling from a building". According to this document, which is a report from Abbas
Masjidi Arani, the head of the forensic medical organization of the country, to "Ansari", the political
and social deputy of the Supreme National Security Council, "in the examination of the body, the
cause of death was stated to be multiple physical injuries following being hit by a hard object."
According to this evidence, in addition to Nika Shakrami's "injuries consistent with a conflict or
defensive injuries in the body", "in the genital examination, signs of rape or violent sexual
intercourse were evident". Another point in this document is the emphasis of the head of the
country's Forensic Medicine Organization on the bodies of the dead protesters in this text,
according to him, this organization avoids "collecting their files" due to "avoiding the accumulation

[171[16] mof statistics in one place” and the files in each The province is reviewed "independently

to be killed

Nika Shakrami went missing on 29 Shahrivar 1401 in Tehran's Keshavarz Blvd. On Mehr 7, 1401,

his family identified his body in Kehrizek . In his last call, he said that he was running away from the officers. His family searched for him
in all prisons, detention centers, security police offices and hospitals since Tuesday night, 29 September. He went missing with his birth
certificate in his backpack. [18][191 Nika was available until around 7:00 a.m. on 30 September and after that her mobile phone was

[19] switched off

Shakrami's family had approached the security police on 7 Mehr when completing his missing case. There they are told that a body
matching his profile has been found and to come for identification. In Kahrizak, during the identification, they only showed his face and
did not allow the family to see the body. Atesh Shakrami, her aunt , said: "The cause of Nika's death was announced as a fall from a
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height, but according to the pictures shown to them, my brother said that the shape of the body lying on the sidewalk was not normal,
and it did not seem like he had been thrown from a height. In the morning, when they went to hand over the body, they saw that his
nose was destroyed, and his skull and forehead [13] were broken and disintegrated from multiple blows of a hard object and baton .

(131 ["9](20] Nika was recognized by her birthmark

(18] Shakrami's Telegram and Instagram accounts were deleted on the night when his mobile phone was off and missing

The narratives

Independent reports indicate that Nika's body was handed over to his family while his face was crushed and destroyed by batons . Also,
an informed source told Radio Zamane and his friends that Nika Shakrami was seen in the middle of the protests on Tuesday night, 29
Shahrivar, at the intersection of Keshavarz Boulevard and 16 Azar Street. [21] People who saw Nika's last footage and moments on the

(5T street told CNN that several plainclothes forces arrested her after a chase

Nasrin Shakrami, Nika's mother =

Nika Shakrami's mother, Nasreen Shakrami, called her daughter's death a "crime" in a
video broadcast by Radio Farda and said that she was under pressure to confess on
television and that Nika's death would be shown as a "suicide" from her forced words.
First interview Refuting the government's claim that she fell from a height, he said: "I myself saw my
daughter's body many times after receiving her body, and her whole body was
completely healthy, and there were no fractures or bruises on her arms and legs. "He
Second interview [24][231[22] » was hit very hard and his skull was crushed and his jaw was broken

Phone interview with Nasrin Shakrami

Nasrin Shakrami, in an exclusive interview with Iran International TV , which was
broadcast on Thursday evening, October 14, 1401, said that in the first days after her daughter's disappearance during the protests, the
relevant institutions, including Evin and Kahrizak prisons , did not care for them to register their request about Nika's disappearance.
After a week, they registered their request. He added: "Families who came to Evin prison due to not knowing about their children were
beaten." He emphasized that he believes that Nika was killed on the 29th of Shahrivar in the demonstration and her body was delivered
to the morgue of Kehrizak on the same day , adding that her daughter's body was moved to another place the morning after she was

[25] killed and her photo was taken

Her mother also called the contradicting claims of the Islamic Republic of Iran authorities about her daughter's death as brazen and said:
[25] " "Each of them says one word and whatever they want. It is not the first time that they hide the truth

Government narrative =

On the evening of Monday, October 11th, the prosecutor of Tehran announced the filing of a judicial case in the Criminal Crimes
Prosecutor's Office to investigate the cause of Nika Shakrami's death. [26] [271(28] Tasnim news agency , affiliated with the IRGC,
reported that eight people were arrested in connection with the death of Nika Shakrami. (28111 this regard, the government of Iran tried
to deny Nika's murder by the security forces by forcing confessions from her relatives and creating numerous scenarios. Nika Shakrami's
mother called the Islamic Republic's account of her daughter's death "a lie and a scenario”. He also went on to say that from the
"ridiculous and disgusting and baseless lies" of the security apparatus and the fact that they forced his siblings to repeat government

[30][29] .scenarios; It is a shock

Tehran municipality document =

According to the document published by the Tehran Municipality, in a letter addressed to the Khorramabad Mausoleum, the Tehran
[31] ."Municipality stated the cause of Nika Shakrami's death as "multiple injuries caused by being hit by a hard object

Iranian government television =

The Islamic Republic of Iran TV, Iran's state television, in a program in which Atash Shakrami and Mohsen Shakrami, Nika's aunt and
uncle, are also present; He presented a narrative of Nika Shakrami's death that exonerates the security forces. According to BBC Farsi, a
source close to Nika Shakrami's family told this network that her aunt and uncle were under heavy pressure from the security apparatus

[32]  and threatened to confess on television

Funeral

While Nika's body was supposed to be buried in Salehin Cemetery in Khorramabad , the security agents stole his body from the
washroom in Khorramabad and buried it on the 11th of Mehr in a remote village called Hayat al-Ghaib, 40 kilometers from Khorramabad,
in a cemetery of the same name. handed over His burial was carried out in the presence of at least 70 to 80 armed security officers and
without the presence of family members. Two family members of Nika, who went to this village after learning about the kidnapping of
their niece's body by the security officers, were arrested after the burial. [11[281014] Njka Shakrami's aunt wrote in a tweet to inform
Nika's funeral: "On Saturday the 9th of Mehr, we received Nika's body. On Sunday, the 10th of Mehr, we will move his body to
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Khorramabad, and on Monday afternoon, we will bury him in Salehin Cemetery in Khorramabad. You are invited to Nika's last birthday;
Goodness that is no more and is always there; May thousands and thousands of brave good men be born from the death of brave good
1331 man

Videos have been published on social networks where the people of Khorramabad gathered for Nika's burial and chanted slogans
against the government while the security officers shot at them. [34] Nika Shakrami's aunt published a picture of his tombstone on which
(351" she wrote: "You were born in the blood of your liver, I gave you to my motherland

Fortieth ceremony

Despite the security measures, the 40th Nika ceremony was held on November 5, 1401, with the presence of a large number of people
in Hayat Al Ghaib cemetery near Khorramabad . This event turned into a scene of anti-government protests and the security forces used
tear gas to disperse the crowd . Nika Shakrami's mother gave a speech at the ceremony and during her speech, the attendees chanted
"Khamenei is a murderer, his province is invalid", "All these years of crime, death to this province". [36] A number of women participating

[37] _in this ceremony took off their hijab

Arrest of relatives

Security agents Atesh Shahkarmi and Mohsen Shahkarmi arrested his aunt and uncle. Also, according to one of the sources, the security
officers threatened Shakrami's family that if they don't keep quiet, they will also kill Atash Shakrami. [ Shakrami's family was under
pressure and security threats to force confession. Nika Shakrami's relatives were threatened to confirm in an interview with state media

[28] that she was not present at the demonstration and that she had fallen from the top of a building

reactions

The murder of Shakrami and the discovery of his body caused many reactions. (28] 1n response to his
death and the uncertainty of how he was killed, #Nika_Shakerami was used 2 million times on Twitter
[40]1[391[38] yntil October 14, 1401, and this hashtag became a trend

Iling power cuts could pu

at risk, charities tell Kational Grid The Iranian Human Rights Organization issued a statement on October 14, 1401: "The claim full of
contradictions by the authorities of the Islamic Republic about the manner of Nika Shakrami's death, which
was made on the basis of the broadcast of cut and incomplete films along with the television confession of
her relatives, under security pressure, is not acceptable. " [41] Siamand Moini, the co-head of Hayat Azad
Party of Kurdistan, considered the killing of youths like Shakrami a crime and a great mockery and

[42] disrespect to the people of Lorestan and asked the people of Lore to protect Nika's memory

Guardian newspaper's Ali Karimi , a former Iranian football player, wrote: "Dear Nikay, all the people of Iran are ashamed of the
reaction to Nika Shakrami's way you were killed." May your soul be happy, my daughter." [41] Gholamreza Mohammadi , the former
death head coach of Iran's national wrestling team, wrote: "The lifeless and injured body of the 17-year-old

teenager was handed over to his family after eight days." [43] Maryam Dehkordi, a journalist and women's

rights activist, said: "They stole Nika's body and buried it in another place without the presence of the

(28] " family

depended queries

Violation of human rights by the Islamic Republic of Iran =
Violation of children's rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran =
Violation of women's rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran =
Sexual abuse or rape of prisoners in Iran =

The dead of Iran's 1401 uprising =

Mahsa Amini was killed =
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