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Hassan Khalkhal Zard, a 32-year-old Iranian man who has languished behind bars for 11 weeks, is facing the death penalty for his online activities, IranWire has learned.

Khalkhal Zard was arrested on October 1 by intelligence agents of the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) and is now being held in the quarantine ward of Gonbad-e Kavus prison in
the northeastern city of Galikesh, according to a source close to him.

He is facing three serious charges: insulting the holy tenets of Islam, insulting the leader of the Islamic Republic and blasphemy, which can carry the death penalty.

The accusations are based on Khalkhal Zard’s Instagram posts, in which he occasionally shared his frustrations with the policies of the Islamic Republic.

"Please don't let them commit their crime in silence before it's too late. The people of Iran should know for which imaginary crimes young people are being killed," the source said.
Khalkhal Zard is from Galikesh, in Golestan province, but he has worked as a motor courier in Tehran for years.

His motorcycle was stolen in May and, during a trip to Galikash to visit his family, he went to the prosecutor's office on October 1 in an attempt to get updates on his case.

"The motorcycle was crucial for him as it was his livelihood, and he faced significant challenges without it," the source said.

At the prosecutor's office, Hassan was handed over to intelligence agents of the IRGC.

He spent 10 days at the Intelligence Department's detention center in Galikesh before being moved to Gonbad-e Kavus prison.

"Like many others, Hassan was discontented, fatigued, and frustrated by the state of the country,” the source said. “Only God knows what awaits people like him who endure deprivation
and suffering."
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S O | Hassan Khalkhal Zard was arrested on Mehr 9, 1402 and transferred to the quarantine ward of Gonbadkavus prison &

Hasan Khalkhal Zard" is one of the hundreds of citizens who were arrested by the intelligence forces of the Islamic"
Revolutionary Guard Corps in his hometown, Galikesh in Golestan province, on false charges based on activities in
cyberspace in Mehr 1402. He is facing serious accusations such as "Sab al-Nabi", "insulting the holy things of Islam"

."and "insulting the leader of the Islamic Republic

Iranwire'" has obtained more details about the condition of Hasan Khalkhalzard and his family in a conversation with"

.an informed source

*okk

Please don't let them commit their crime in silence before it's too late. The people of Iran should know for what imaginary"
crimes young people are being killed." This is a part of the message that one of the relatives of "Hasan Khalkhal Zard" sent to
"Iranwire". A young man born in 1371 who has lived with suffering and deprivation since childhood and has been working in

canteens in Tehran far from his home and hometown for years to provide for his family's livelihood and the remaining hours of

.his time is working as a motor ¢
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lives with their 70-year-old elderly mother: "They have nothing from the world. When Hassan was very small, because she was
a lonely and homeless woman and the guardian of two daughters, her mother preferred to entrust Hassan to the welfare
organization, so that at least she could feel at ease that her stomach would be fed. Hasan lived on welfare until he was 18 years

".old, and then, when he reached the legal age, he worked hard and worked away from home just to meet the living expenses

According to a source close to this 32-year-old young man, he was a protester like many people: "Hasan was unhappy and, like
many people, angry that he was running from morning to night, from night to morning and getting nowhere. He worked and
lived in Tehran and far from his family. He lives in canteens and by motorbike as a courier from early morning to midnight. He
also had a personal page in cyberspace that did not have a large audience. Sometimes he would come and write his heartache
there. He did not think at all that a case had been made against him in Gaelic because he had not received any summons or

".notification; never

Gaelic October 1402

Hassan Khalkhal Zard was arrested on Mehr 9, 1402 and transferred to the quarantine ward of Gonbadkavus prison. An
informed person who spoke to "lranwire" says: "Hasan went to Galikash to visit his family. His motorcycle was stolen in May,
and he went to the prosecutor's office on the 9th of October during his trip with his Galik to see if there were any traces of the
motorcycle or the thief, because this was his means of livelihood and he was very disabled. I don't know what case was made
for Hassan between May and September, because when he announces his national number to the court clerk, he takes a case

".and takes Hassan to the branch investigator

The investigator takes the case from the accountant and orders that Hassan does not have the right to leave the prosecutor's
office: "Hassan said in a call he received from prison that when the accountant took him to the investigator, he said that Hassan
has yellow ankles and has an important case. Hasan thought he was talking about the motorcycle theft case. The investigator
immediately turned over the file and told some soldiers to come, and they handed him over to the Ministry of Information

.agents and transferred him to the detention center of the Intelligence Department of Galikesh city

Hassan spent 10 days in the detention center of the Intelligence Department and after that he was transferred to the quarantine
ward of Gonbadkavus prison. According to the verdict issued for his temporary arrest, three separate accusations have been

.made against Hasan; Sab-ul-Nabi, an insult to the holy things of Islam and an insult to the leader of the Islamic Republic

Sab-ul-Nabi means insulting the Prophet, prophets, imams and daughter of the Prophet of Islam and according to Article 262
.of the Islamic Penal Code, it is punishable by death

In May 1402, the judicial system of the Islamic Republic of Iran executed two prisoners named "Yousef Mehrad" and

.""Sadrallah Fazeli Zare" in Arak prison on the charges of blasphemy and "apostasy

The judiciary of the Islamic Republic had announced that the executed people had telegram channels in which Islamic holy
things were insulted, but they had deleted these channels before their arrest . Their sentence was executed in a non-transparent

.process

An informed person who spoke to "Iranwire" says: "Hasan had handed over his mobile phone when he entered the prosecutor's
office. The agents of the Ministry of Information also took his phone number and based on what he posted on his Instagram
account, which is no longer accessible, they probably made these accusations against him. Like many people, Hassan was
unhappy, tired and angry. The state of the country bothered him. Only God knows what will happen to them because of all this

".deprivation and suffering

Hasan Khalkhal Zard's arrest order has now been extended again, and during this period, he was taken to the Intelligence
Department of Golestan Province and once again to be investigated and sent back to prison. According to an informed source
close to Hassan Khalkhal Zard, his family is afraid that the judicial authorities of the Islamic Republic will issue a ¥

sentence for this 32-year-old young man due to their poverty and fear: "Hassan has worked and toiled all his life." . 1
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mother and sister. In addition to being worried about him, I don't know what will happen to his family with this expensive and

".inflationary situation

.Attributing serious charges to Hasan Khalkhal Zard in silence and ignorance has increased concerns for him

our rights

Sab-ul-Nabi is one of the accusations that are subject to the limit according to the laws of criminal punishment. According to
Moussa Barzin Khalifalou, a lawyer and Iranwire's legal advisor, such an accusation will be attributed to someone who has
clearly insulted the Prophet of Islam, which goes beyond the limit of insulting the holy things: "Our advice is this. In such
cases, the victim denies such action. If it cannot be denied, he should emphasize in his defense that he was not the content

.producer

Barzin Khalifalou emphasizes the right of access to a lawyer for those accused of sab al-Nabi in all stages of proceedings and
criminal proceedings and says: "A person who is accused of sab al-Nabi must have a lawyer at all stages of the proceedings in
the prosecutor's office or court, because it is possible The death penalty awaits him. If he does not have the financial ability to

".cover the lawyer's fees, he must ask the court to introduce him to Tsakhiri lawyers

Some of the arrested protesters who were defended by Taskhiri lawyers complained about the ineffectiveness of these lawyers.
Musa Barzin Khalifalou says, "In some cases, unfortunately, the lawyers may not defend the defendants very well or knowingly
or unknowingly even speak to the detriment of the accused. In these cases, people should be careful and if they feel it
necessary, defend themselves. to do "Providing documents to the court that show that the victim did not insult the holy things

".by the family can help to acquit or reduce the charge of the person
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4'f Continuation of detention and
va-y indecision of Hasan Khalkhal
e Zard in Gonbad Kavos prison

Short link: ir.org/ ?7p=155379

News code: 155379

"Join the Telegram channel of human rights in Iran"

Human rights in Iran - Today, Sunday, 26th of Azar, 1402, Hasan Khalkhal Zard, despite
the completion of the interrogations, remains in a state of uncertainty.

According to the report of human rights in Iran, today, Sunday 26 December 1402, Hasan
Khalkhal Zard, a resident of Galikash city of Golestan province, is imprisoned in the prison
of Gonbadkavos city, despite the completion of the interrogations and the passing of the
interrogation period, he remains in an undecided state. . This cyberspace activist, during the
investigation and preparation of the indictment, it was understood that he would be

sentenced to death.

According to an informed Fazd in a conversation with a human rights reporter in Iran: "The
interrogations and interrogation of Hassan Khalkhal Zard have been completed and his
indictment has been filed with charges (insulting Islamic sanctities in cyberspace), (insulting


https://t.me/humanrightsinir1
https://humanrightsinir.org/
https://humanrightsinir.org/

the leadership in cyberspace) ) and (Sab al-Nabi) have been prepared and referred to the
court, but the hearing date of his case has not yet been announced, and he is under severe
mental and emotional pressure.

This informed person further added: "The basis of the filing of this case and the accusations
against Hassan Khalkhal Zard was the publication of the material that the accused had
published on his personal Instagram, and his indictment was drawn up by the investigator
of the first branch of the General and Revolution Prosecutor's Office of Galikesh, but he was
in prison. Gombedkavus remains undecided.

It is necessary to mention that Hassan Khalkhal Zard, on October 10, 1402, after being
summoned to the first investigation branch of the General and Revolutionary Prosecutor's
Office of Galikash city of Golestan province and explaining the charges, he was arrested
and after being transferred to the detention center of one of the security institutions there
city and during the process of interrogations and indictment, he was transferred to Gonbad
Kavos prison.

Forcing citizens to follow a certain type of belief is a suppression of freedom of expression
and thought and violates Article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights and Article 19 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights approved on December 16, 1966. In these legal provisions, the right of individuals
to publish thoughts, ideas, opinions and political and ideological views without border
restrictions is emphasized.

On the other hand, in Article 2 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights , the right
of all citizens to enjoy equal rights and non-discrimination in society due to their gender or
personal thoughts and attitudes has been explicitly emphasized.

Arbitrary arrest, keeping the accused in custody undecided and denying a person access to
a lawyer of their choice during interrogation, investigation and trial, and denying access to
other requirements in a trial process, violates Article 9 of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights and Article 9 of the International Covenant Civil and political
rights were approved on December 16, 1966.

Also, people's right to a fair trial by an impartial judge, interrogator, and investigator is one
of the rights emphasized in Article 10 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights .

In Article 5 of the Criminal Procedure Law, it is emphasized on informing the accused as
soon as possible about the alleged charges and providing the right of access to a lawyer
and other defense rights mentioned in the law.
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