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= Atena Daemi, human rights activist and former political prisoner,
published manuscripts by Javidnam Javad Rouhi that reflect his
torture in prison.

"The events of the day of arrest on 30th of May 1401"

=At 9 pm | was brutally arrested

| was beaten up and beaten up all morning and my head is in a
place of gratitude

» My back was operated in 1400 and | was in the hospitals of
Imam Reza and Imam Khomeini and 17 Shahrior for 4 months
due to wounds and neurosis and psychiatric hospital. The
previous operation place was opened under severe torture and
beating.

= During my detention, | was hospitalized for 48 hours in Sari
Province Hospital and the reason for my hospitalization was
torture and forced confession.

= For 44 days, | was under mental and psychological torture in
the intelligence and security of Mazandaran province and | was
interrogated and they whipped under my feet for 3 days and
nights.

= Due to the blow of Zirad, my right leg was paralyzed and numb.

= If | am sent to forensic medicine and examine my body, it is
evidence that | have been tortured severely and the effects of
torture are evident, with this kind of torture even the strongest
and healthiest people of the society make a confession even if it
comes to Who.

=If you know me as a leader and the penalties imposed check all
my bank accounts from a year ago and check all my comings and
comings from a year ago.

= All of my camping cases and being admitted are due to
neuropsychological and drug disorders. »

You can see a few pages of Javad Rouhi's handwritten paper that
summarizes a few lines above. He recently died suspiciously in
prison.

Javad Ruhi, 35, had a degree in law and was from one of the
villages of Amol. He had come to Nowshehr to meet his ex-
husband three days before the arrest date.

During the 1401 revolutionary uprising, he was active and then
arrested.

The exact account of the verdicts issued by the branch of a Sarri
court, according to lawyer Javad Rouhi, included eight
convictions, three executions and seven and a half years in
prison. In June, the Supreme Court rejected his death sentences
and referred the case to the branch for re-examination.

The Surrey Revolutionary Court denied Javad's release on bail,
but publicly and despite an awareness of his dire physical and
mental condition.
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Atena Daemi, human rights activist and former political prisoner,
published manuscripts by Javidnam Javad Rouhi that reflect his
torture in prison.

"The events of the day of arrest on 30th of May 1401"

=At 9 pm | was brutally arrested

| was beaten up and beaten up all morning and my head is in a
place of gratitude

» My back was operated in 1400 and | was in the hospitals of
Imam Reza and Imam Khomeini and 17 Shahrior for 4 months
due to wounds and neurosis and psychiatric hospital. The
previous operation place was opened under severe torture and
beating.

= During my detention, | was hospitalized for 48 hours in Sari
Province Hospital and the reason for my hospitalization was
torture and forced confession.

= For 44 days, | was under mental and psychological torture in
the intelligence and security of Mazandaran province and | was
interrogated and they whipped under my feet for 3 days and
nights.

= Due to the blow of Zirad, my right leg was paralyzed and numb.

= If | am sent to forensic medicine and examine my body, it is
evidence that | have been tortured severely and the effects of
torture are evident, with this kind of torture even the strongest
and healthiest people of the society make a confession even if it
comes to Who.

=If you know me as a leader and the penalties imposed check all
my bank accounts from a year ago and check all my comings and
comings from a year ago.

= All of my camping cases and being admitted are due to
neuropsychological and drug disorders. »

You can see a few pages of Javad Rouhi's handwritten paper that
summarizes a few lines above. He recently died suspiciously in
prison.

Javad Ruhi, 35, had a degree in law and was from one of the
villages of Amol. He had come to Nowshehr to meet his ex-
husband three days before the arrest date.

During the 1401 revolutionary uprising, he was active and then
arrested.

The exact account of the verdicts issued by the branch of a Sarri
court, according to lawyer Javad Rouhi, included eight
convictions, three executions and seven and a half years in
prison. In June, the Supreme Court rejected his death sentences
and referred the case to the branch for re-examination.

The Surrey Revolutionary Court denied Javad's release on bail,
but publicly and despite an awareness of his dire physical and
mental condition.
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2 Atena Daemi, human rights activist and former political prisoner,
published manuscripts by Javidnam Javad Rouhi that reflect his
torture in prison.

"The events of the day of arrest on 30th of May 1401"
=At 9 pm | was brutally arrested

Y * O
6‘990.\&0 U2 " | 6'.) ch")b)doy D
* * ) ". ¢ ) | was beaten up and beaten up all morning and my head is in a
& &, place of gratitude
Y Y * o * . . A
' ‘ ‘ l ' ' ‘ : ‘ ' ‘ » My back was operated in 1400 and | was in the hospitals of
Imam Reza and Imam Khomeini and 17 Shahrior for 4 months
* * *

due to wounds and neurosis and psychiatric hospital. The
previous operation place was opened under severe torture and
beating.

= During my detention, | was hospitalized for 48 hours in Sari
Vs Province Hospital and the reason for my hospitalization was
torture and forced confession.

= For 44 days, | was under mental and psychological torture in
the intelligence and security of Mazandaran province and | was
interrogated and they whipped under my feet for 3 days and
nights.

= Due to the blow of Zirad, my right leg was paralyzed and numb.

= If | am sent to forensic medicine and examine my body, it is
evidence that | have been tortured severely and the effects of
torture are evident, with this kind of torture even the strongest
and healthiest people of the society make a confession even if it
comes to Who.

=If you know me as a leader and the penalties imposed check all
my bank accounts from a year ago and check all my comings and
L comings from a year ago.

= All of my camping cases and being admitted are due to

// { r / } ' neuropsychological and drug disorders. »
] /(' Q ) v 4 You can see a few pages of Javad Rouhi's handwritten paper that
|l a .ﬁ/
/ /“J _/fL summarizes a few lines above. He recently died suspiciously in
prison.
= _#,\_)Q.D;)L_.f /T’/j/w){f’// d”‘"’ J
} \’79( ijj Javad Ruhi, 35, had a degree in law and was from one of the

villages of Amol. He had come to Nowshehr to meet his ex-

| - J o~ / / C’ husband three days before the arrest date.
/3)//) (/j'l / JJ / / /) / ‘) During the 1401 revolutionary uprising, he was active and then

arrested.

The exact account of the verdicts issued by the branch of a Sarri
/ court, according to lawyer Javad Rouhi, included eight
' } Ve o i convictions, three executions and seven and a half years in
/‘a 7/ /— ; —/ |I prison. In June, the Supreme Court rejected his death sentences
g — ’ |) K.'; / / /—/’6 )\-—‘“ / /\-P‘p and referred the case to the branch for re-examination.
J -
s i - ; / The Surrey Revolutionary Court denied Javad's release on bail,
but publicly and despite an awareness of his dire physical and
mental condition.
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Atena Daemi, human rights activist and former political prisoner,
published manuscripts by Javidnam Javad Rouhi that reflect his
torture in prison.

"The events of the day of arrest on 30th of May 1401"

=At 9 pm | was brutally arrested

| was beaten up and beaten up all morning and my head is in a
place of gratitude

= My back was operated in 1400 and | was in the hospitals of
Imam Reza and Imam Khomeini and 17 Shahrior for 4 months
due to wounds and neurosis and psychiatric hospital. The
previous operation place was opened under severe torture and
beating.

= During my detention, | was hospitalized for 48 hours in Sari
Province Hospital and the reason for my hospitalization was
torture and forced confession.

= For 44 days, | was under mental and psychological torture in
the intelligence and security of Mazandaran province and | was
interrogated and they whipped under my feet for 3 days and
nights.

= Due to the blow of Zirad, my right leg was paralyzed and numb.

= If I am sent to forensic medicine and examine my body, it is
evidence that | have been tortured severely and the effects of
torture are evident, with this kind of torture even the strongest
and healthiest people of the society make a confession even if it
comes to Who.

=If you know me as a leader and the penalties imposed check all
my bank accounts from a year ago and check all my comings and
comings from a year ago.

= All of my camping cases and being admitted are due to
neuropsychological and drug disorders. »

You can see a few pages of Javad Rouhi's handwritten paper that
summarizes a few lines above. He recently died suspiciously in
prison.

Javad Ruhi, 35, had a degree in law and was from one of the
villages of Amol. He had come to Nowshehr to meet his ex-
husband three days before the arrest date.

During the 1401 revolutionary uprising, he was active and then
arrested.

The exact account of the verdicts issued by the branch of a Sarri
court, according to lawyer Javad Rouhi, included eight
convictions, three executions and seven and a half years in
prison. In June, the Supreme Court rejected his death sentences
and referred the case to the branch for re-examination.

The Surrey Revolutionary Court denied Javad's release on bail,
but publicly and despite an awareness of his dire physical and
mental condition.

@atenadaemi
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Javad Rouhi: Iranian protester dies in jail after
avoiding death sentence

Nadeem Shad
BBC News

31 August 2023

An Iranian man has died in jail after his death sentence for taking part in anti-government
protests was overturned by Iran's supreme court.

Javad Rouhi was arrested last year during protests triggered by the death in custody of Mahsa
Amini, who was held for allegedly wearing "improper" hijab.

Officials say Mr Rouhi, 35, died from ineffective hospital treatment after suffering a seizure in
prison.
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Activists are holding the authorities responsible for his death.

ADVERTISEMENT

"Unfortunately, [Mr Rouhi] died despite the actions of medical staff, and a legal case has been filed
to follow up on the reason for his death," the Iranian judiciary's news website, Mizan, reported.

However, an hour before the official announcement on Thursday, several human rights activists
announced the death of Mr Rouhi on social networks and accused judicial and security authorities
of "killing" him.

Mr Rouhi was arrested just days after 22-year-old Mahsa Amini died in the custody of Iran's
infamous morality police, triggering months of national unrest.

He was found guilty of leading rioters, destroying property, and apostasy for allegedly burning a
Quran during a demonstration.

However, activists are currently sharing video clips from last year showing him dancing during the
protests.

Amnesty International says he was subjected to floggings, freezing temperatures, electric shocks
and had a gun held to his head to force him into confessing.

Mr Rouhi was originally handed a triple death sentence on charges of blasphemy, destroying public
property and inciting people against national security by a court in Nowshahr, a city in northern
Iran.

However, the sentence was overturned by the country's supreme court in May, referring his case to
another court for re-evaluation.

The court's review of the case files revealed that Mr Rouhi had participated in the protests
individually, and his actions did not align with the legal definitions of "moharebeh" (waging war

against God) and "corruption on earth”, offences that can result in the death penalty under Islamic
jurisprudence.
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Iran: Suspicious death of a jailed protester

Javad Rouhi was tortured and sentenced after his arrest in connection with the protests
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Javad Rouhi © 2023 Tabnak

Human Rights Watch said today that an imprisoned Iranian protester died under suspicious circumstances
on August 31, 2023, in northern Iran, raising serious concerns about his treatment. Jawad Rouhi, 31, was
subjected to horrific torture after his arrest during the widespread protests that erupted in Iran in

.September 2022, and he was convicted two months later after an unfair trial

On August 31, Nowshahr prison in Mazandaran province, north of Tehran, issued a statement stating that
Rouhi was taken to hospital early that morning “after suffering a brain concussion” but died despite
receiving medical assistance. The statement said that the public prosecution is investigating his death.
Rouhi’s lawyer confirmed his death in a tweet . An informed source said that government security forces

.pressured the family to organize a private burial ceremony

Iranian prison authorities” appalling record of torture and ill-treatment makes Javad Rouhi’s death in“

custody suspicious,” said Tara Sepehrifar , senior Iran researcher at Human Rights Watch. “An international

https://www.hrw.org/node/385803
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investigation should take place because there is no reason to believe that the Iranian authorities will conduct

”.a transparent investigation

On December 13, 2022, the First Branch of the Revolutionary Court in the city of Sari, Mazandaran Province,

»” «

sentenced Ruhi to death on charges of “warrior,” “spreading corruption on earth,” and “apostasy,” after a
trial that lasted only 45 minutes. On May 23, Rouhi’s lawyer reported that the Supreme Court had accepted

.his client’s appeal, overturned the death sentence and referred his case for retrial

Human Rights Watch obtained information that members of the Iranian Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps
arrested Rouhi in September 2022 and held him in solitary confinement without providing any information
to his family for more than 40 days. According to the source, Ruhi had a mental health condition and had

.previously sought treatment at a hospital

An informed source said that members of the Revolutionary Guards tortured Rouhi during his detention,
and that he was subjected to freezing temperatures and ice cubes placed on his testicles and other parts of
his body for periods of up to 48 hours. The assailants severely beat him with batons and whipped his body,

including on the soles of his feet, while he was tied to a pole. He was reported to have lost control of his
bowel movements and movement in one of his legs, resulting in a speech impediment. The Revolutionary
Court refused to consider reports of Rouhani’s torture and did not allow him access to a lawyer of his choice
during the trial. He suffered a concussion in custody as a result of the torture and was hospitalized for 24

.hours

Iranian authorities’ violations of due process rights and fair trial standards, as well as torture and ill-
treatment of detainees, were systematic features of the government’s crackdown on anti-government

. protests, Human Rights Watch said

Amnesty International has documented at least 72 cases of death in Iranian prisons since January 2010.
Informed sources said that 46 of them resulted from torture or other ill-treatment at the hands of
intelligence and security personnel or prison officials. The Iranian authorities continue to refuse to conduct

.transparent investigations into the deaths, and have not held any officials accountable

The UN Principles on the Effective Prevention and Investigation of Extra-legal, Arbitrary and Summary
Executions call for a “thorough, prompt and impartial investigation” of all suspected deaths in custody with
a view to “establishing the cause, manner and time of death, the person responsible, and any pattern or

.practice may be the cause

The Principles state that “the families of the deceased and their legal representatives shall be informed of
any hearing held, shall be allowed to attend and shall have access to all information relevant to the
investigation and shall be entitled to present other evidence.” Human Rights Watch said that the
Independent International Fact-Finding Mission on the Islamic Republic of Iran, which was established by
the United Nations Human Rights Council in September 2022 to investigate all alleged human rights

. .violations related to the protests, should investigate Rouhi’s death in custody
The UN fact-finding mission should investigate all cases of torture and deaths in custody related to the“
protests in Iran,” Sepehrifar said. “It is unfortunate that the case of Javad Rohi is only the most recent of

” them
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Javad Rouhi's death sentence was overturned

ISNA wrote: The defense lawyer of Javad Rouhi, one of the arrested
people of the riots of 1401, announced the acceptance of his

.client's appeal in the Supreme Court

Majid Kaveh wrote on Twitter: "With the wise decision and the fair decision of the respected deputy and advisor of the 9th branch of

the Supreme Court of the country, Javad Rouhi's appeal against the sentence of three death sentences and other punishments was

accepted and the decision of the 1st branch of the Sari Revolutionary Court was overturned and the case was sent to the branch for

".reconsideration. It was also submitted to the Sari Revolutionary Court

:Read more
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Javad Rouhi was sentenced to death

The Sedavasima news agency wrote: Javad Rouhi has been

.sentenced to death on charges of corruption in the world

According to the decree issued by the Sari Islamic Revolution Court, the defendant is accused of: corruption in the land by
committing crimes against the country's internal security, burning and destroying property in a way that causes severe disruption in
the country's public order and insecurity, and major damage to public property. destruction, setting fire and vandalism in public
property and facilities in order to disrupt the order and security of the society, inciting some citizens to create insecurity and
community and collusion to commit crimes against the internal security of the country, apostasy through defamation to the Qur'an by
burning the Holy Qur'an and insulting the holy things of the Emirates and the evidences in the case, the accused's explicit
confessions and the reports of the officers indicate that this accused was present in organizing the riots and played a role as a

.leader in the crowd of rioters
Accusation of corruption in the world and issuance of preliminary sentence of death

Hojjat al-Islam and al-Muslimeen Akbari, Chief Justice of Mazandaran, announced the holding of court hearings and the defense of

.the accused and his lawyer, and said: Javad Rouhi has been sentenced to death in the first instance court on charges of corruption
The accused did not introduce a lawyer at the court stage

The Chief Justice of Mazandaran Province stated: Due to the lack of introduction of a lawyer at the prosecutor's office and the court
stage, a takeover lawyer was chosen for Javad Rohi, who defended his client fully in the court. Accused Javad Rouhi has presented

.an appointed lawyer to the court during the appeal stage
The decision can be appealed in court

He stated: The defendant, Javad Rouhi, has been sentenced to death on charges of corruption in the land and war; But this decision

.can be appealed in the Supreme Court

:Read more
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Iran: Quash death sentences of young protesters
subjected to gruesome torture

The Iranian authorities must immediately quash the unjust convictions and death sentences of three young protesters who were
subjected to gruesome torture including floggings, electric shocks, being hung upside down and death threats at gunpoint,
Amnesty International said today. The organization learned that Revolutionary Guards agents raped one of them and sexually
tortured another by placing ice on his testicles for two days.

Arshia Takdastan, aged 18, Mehdi Mohammadifard, aged 19, and Javad Rouhi, aged 31, each received two death sentences in
December 2022 for “enmity against God” (moharebeh) and “corruption on earth” (efsad-e fel arz). The court stated that the
young men “incited...widespread” arson or vandalism by dancing, clapping, chanting or throwing headscarves into bonfires
during protests in Noshahr, in northern Manzandaran province on 21 September 2022. Javad Rouhi received a third death
sentence for “apostasy” based on his “confessions” under torture that he burned a copy of the Quran during protests. The
men’s appeal is before the Supreme Court.

“The fact that Arshia Takdastan, Mehdi Mohammadifard and Javad Rouhi and their anguished relatives live under the shadow
of execution while Revolutionary Guards agents and prosecution officials reasonably suspected of responsibility or complicity in
their sexual abuse and other forms of torture enjoy absolute impunity highlights the sheer cruelty and inhumanity of Iran’s
judicial system,” said Diana Eltahawy, Amnesty International’s Deputy Director for the Middle East and North Africa.

“The Iranian authorities must immediately quash the convictions and death sentences of these young men and drop all charges
related to their peaceful participation in protests. They must also order a prompt, transparent and impartial investigation to
bring all those reasonably suspected of responsibility for their torture to justice in fair trials.”

Weeks of harrowing torture

Javad Rouhi was arrested on 22 September 2022 and held for more than 40 days in solitary confinement at a Revolutionary
Guards detention centre known as Shahid Kazemi, which is located within Tir Kola prison in Sari, the capital of Manzandaran
province. According to information obtained by Amnesty International, during this period, he was subjected to severe beatings
and floggings while being tied to a pole, including on the soles of his feet, shocked with stun guns, exposed to freezing
temperatures, and sexually assaulted by having ice put on his testicles. Revolutionary Guards agents repeatedly pointed a gun
at his head and threatened to shoot him if he did not “confess”. As a result of this torture, Javad Rouhi suffered shoulder and
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muscular injuries, urinary incontinence, digestive complications and mobility and speech impairment. He continues to
experience severe pain in his back and hips and numbness in his right leg, which require specialist medical care unavailable in
prison.

kb
“It is abhorrent that while the majority of the world’s
states have consigned the death penalty to history, the
Iranian authorities are increasingly imposing it for
offences such as arson or vandalism, in gross violation of
international law.
Diana Eltahawy, Amnesty International

According to informed sources, during Mehdi Mohammadifard’s arrest on 2 October 2022, Revolutionary Guards severely beat
and pushed him to the ground, as a result of which he sustained a broken nose. Amnesty International has learned that
following his arrest, he was held for a week in solitary confinement in a cell infested with mice and cockroaches, and during
this period, he was subjected to severe beatings, hung upside down, and raped, leading to anal injuries and rectal bleeding,
which required hospitalization.

Arshia Takdastan was arrested on 24 September 2022 and held in solitary confinement at Shahid Kazemi detention centre for
28 days. According to Amnesty International’s research, he was subjected to beatings and death threats, including having a
gun pointed at his head if he did not “confess” in front of a video camera”. Interrogators also threatened to detain and torture
his father. As a result of this torture, he sustained a broken toe and experienced memory loss.

Gross violations of fair trial rights

All three men were denied access to a lawyer during the investigation phase, and access to a lawyer of their choosing at trial,
which consisted of a single hearing lasting under an hour for each.

The Revolutionary Court in Sari stated in its verdicts, which Amnesty International reviewed, that the young men “incited...
widespread” arson or vandalism by dancing, clapping, chanting or burning headscarves. For Javad Rouhi and Arshia Takdastan,
the prosecution provided no evidence of their involvement in such acts. The court solely relied on their torture-tainted
“confessions” of forcibly entering and throwing items from a traffic police booth in Javad Rouhi’s case; and throwing stones
and a glass bottle toward a police car and blocking a road in Arshia Takdastan’s case. The court also cited Javad Rouhi’s
“confession” that he warned other protesters against entering the governor’s office and claimed that this proves his
“leadership”. Javad Rouhi maintained in court that his participation in the protests was peaceful.

For Mehdi Mohammadifard, the prosecution similarly cited his “confessions” of setting fire to state buildings and a video clip
purportedly showing him throwing Molotov cocktails into the same traffic police booth. His lawyer stated in court that the clip
does not prove that he provoked or participated in widespread arson and that his “confessions” were obtained under coercion.

“It is abhorrent that while the majority of the world’s states have consigned the death penalty to history, the Iranian authorities
are increasingly imposing it for offences such as arson or vandalism, in gross violation of international law. We urge the
international community to take all necessary measures to pressure the Iranian authorities to end their violation of the right to
life. We further urge all states to exercise universal jurisdiction over all Iranian officials reasonably suspected of criminal
responsibility for crimes under international law and other grave violations of human rights,” said Diana Eltahawy.

Amnesty International opposes the death penalty in all cases without exception; the death penalty is the ultimate cruel,
inhuman and degrading punishment.
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URGENT ACTION

TORTURED PROTESTERS SENTENCED TO DEATH

Young protesters Javad Rouhi, Mehdi Mohammadifard and Arshia Takdastan are at risk of
execution in Iran following grossly unfair trials in connection with protests in Noshabhr,
Mazandaran province. The Revolutionary Court stated that they “incited riots” by dancing,
clapping, chanting or throwing headscarves into bonfires. Authorities subjected them to
beatings, floggings, electric shocks, suspension, death threats and sexual violence to
extract “confessions”.

TAKE ACTION: WRITE AN APPEAL IN YOUR OWN WORDS OR USE THIS MODEL LETTER

Head of judiciary, Gholamhossein Mohseni Ejei
c/o Embassy of Iran to the European Union, Avenue Franklin Roosevelt No. 15, 1050 Bruxelles, Belgium

Dear Mr Gholamhossein Mohseni Ejei,

Tortured protesters Arshia Takdastan, 18, Mehdi Mohammadifard, 19, and Javad Rouhi, 31, are at risk of
execution in connection with protests in Noshahr, Mazandaran province, on 21 September 2022. They were
convicted of “enmity against God” and “corruption on earth” in December 2022, for which they received two
death sentences. Javad Rouhi was also sentenced to death for “apostasy” based on his torture-tainted
“confessions” that he burned a copy of the Quran. The Revolutionary Court in Sari, Mazandaran province,
stated in its verdicts, which Amnesty International reviewed, that the young men “incited...widespread” arson
or vandalism by dancing, clapping, chanting or burning headscarves. For Javad Rouhi and Arshia Takdastan,
the prosecution authorities provided no evidence of their involvement in such acts while the court solely relied
on their torture-tainted “confessions” of, respectively, forcibly entering and throwing items from inside a traffic
police booth, and throwing stones and a glass bottle toward a police car and blocking a road. The court also
cited Javad Rouhi’s “confessions” that he warned other protesters against entering the governor’s office and
claimed that this proves his “leadership”. Javad Rouhi maintained in court that his participation in the protests
was peaceful. For Mehdi Mohammadifard, the prosecution similarly cited forced his “confessions” of setting
fire to state buildings and a video clip purportedly showing him throwing Molotov cocktails into the traffic
police booth. His lawyer stated in court that the clip does not prove that he provoked or participated in
widespread arson and that his “confessions” were obtained under coercion. Imposing death sentences for
such offences flagrantly violates the right to life under international law, which prohibits the death penalty for
acts not involving intentional killing.

Amnesty International learned that they were forcibly disappeared, tortured and otherwise ill-treated to
“confess”, including through solitary confinement, suspension, floggings, electric shocks, rape and other
forms of sexual violence, and death threats at gunpoint. As a result, Javad Rouhi suffered rotator cuff injuries,
urinary incontinence, digestive complications and mobility and speech impairment while Arshia Takdastan
sustained a broken toe and experienced memory loss. According to information gathered by the organization,
Mehdi Mohammadifard sustained a broken nose and rectal bleeding as a result of rape. They were denied
access to a lawyer during the investigation phase and access to a lawyer of their choosing at trial, consisting
of a session lasting under an hour for each. Their appeal is before the Supreme Court.

I urge you to immediately quash the convictions and death sentences of Arshia Takdastan, Mehdi
Mohammadifard and Javad Rouhi, and drop all charges related to their peaceful participation in protests. If
charged with internationally recognizable crimes, retrial proceedings must meet international standards of fair
trial, without resort to the death penalty and excluding coerced “confessions”. Their allegations of torture and
other ill-treatment must be investigated independently and all those suspected of responsibility held
accountable. | also urge you to grant them specialist healthcare for their torture-related injuries.

Yours sincerely,
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Revolutionary Guards agents arrested Javad Rouhi in a violent manner from the street in Noshahr, Mazandaran
province, on 22 September 2022 after he was identified in a video that showed him dancing during protests in Noshahr
a day earlier. For the next six weeks, the authorities concealed his fate and whereabouts from his family, which
amounts to enforced disappearance, a crime under international law. In late October 2022, he was allowed to briefly
call his family informing them that he was at an unidentified medical centre. The authorities disconnected the call after
a few seconds. In the following weeks, his family continued to desperately search for him including by referring to the
central prison in Noshahr. Eventually, in early November 2022, the authorities confirmed that he was held there and
in mid-November 2022, they granted a family visit. For the next six weeks and until after the authorities informed him
of his death sentence in late December 2022, he was denied contact with his family. It subsequently transpired that
following his arrest, he had been held for more than 40 days in solitary confinement at a Revolutionary Guards
detention centre known as Shahid Kazemi, which is located within Tir Kola prison in Sari. According to information
obtained by Amnesty International, during this period, he was subjected to severe beatings and floggings, including
on the soles of his feet and while being tied to a pole, electrically shocked with tasers, exposed to freezing
temperatures, and sexually assaulted by having ice put on his testicles for 48 hours. Revolutionary Guards agents
also repeatedly pointed a gun to his head and threatened to shoot him if he does not “confess” and “disclose” the
name of the “grouplet” (a derogatory term used by the authorities in reference to outlawed opposition groups) with
which he had “colluded”. Amnesty International learned that following his torture, Javad Rouhi developed urinary
incontinence, digestive complications, mobility issues and speech impairment and was transferred on an emergency
basis to a medical centre where he was hospitalized for 48 hours. He also sustained a retear in his rotator cuff, which
had been surgically repaired several years earlier. He continues to suffer from severe pain in his back and hips and
numbness in his right leg, which have been left untreated and require specialist medical care. His trial took place
behind closed doors before Branch 1 of the Revolutionary Court in Sari on 13 December and lasted for less than an
hour. During the trial, he told the judge that he had been tortured to give false “confessions”. Despite this, the court
relied on his forced “confessions” and refused to order an investigation. In apparent reprisal for speaking out about
his treatment in court, immediately after his trial, he was transferred to a Revolutionary Guards detention centre in
Sari, Mazandaran province, and held there in solitary confinement for around two weeks. In late December 2022, he
was returned to the central prison in Noshahr, where he remains.

Revolutionary Guards agents arrested Arshia Takdastan in Noshahr on 24 September 2022 and transferred him the
next day to Shahid Kazemi detention centre in Sari. According to information obtained by Amnesty International,
there, he was held in solitary confinement for 28 days and repeatedly subjected to beatings and death threats,
including through having a gun pointed at his head and being told that he would be shot dead if he did not “confess”
in front of a video camera. The interrogators also threatened to detain and torture his father if he did not “cooperate”.
The authorities concealed his fate and whereabouts from his family for 18 days, which amounts to enforced
disappearance. In its verdict, which has been reviewed by Amnesty International, the Revolutionary Court cited as
evidence of “enmity against God” a text message sent by Arshia Takdastan to Iran International, a media outlet
outside Iran, wherein, according to the verdict, he expressed appreciation to the media outlet for “standing behind the
people” and asked them to “keep encouraging the people so that the Islamic Republic is suppressed”.

Mehdi Mohammadifard went into hiding on 1 October 2022 after being summoned for interrogations by Revolutionary
Guards. He was located and arrested in the early hours of the morning on 2 October 2022. According to information
obtained by Amnesty International, his arrest was carried out in a violent manner involving severe beatings and
pushing him to the ground, as a result of which he sustained a broken nose. The organization learned that following
his arrest, he was held for a week in solitary confinement in a cell infested with mice and cockroaches, and during
this period, he was subjected to torture and other ill-treatment to “confess” including through severe beatings and
suspension upside down. He was also subjected to rape as defined in international criminal law, namely: non-
consensual vaginal, anal or oral penetration of a sexual nature of the body of another person with any bodily part or
object. The organization learned that as a result of rape, he suffered anal injuries and rectal bleeding and was
transferred on an emergency basis to a hospital outside prison. He was returned to detention the next day and before
he had recovered. Amnesty International was not able to ascertain the location of the detention facility where he was
held during the investigation period. He is currently held in the central prison in Noshahr. He was not allowed any
visits from his family until after he was sentenced to death in December 2022.

PREFERRED LANGUAGE TO ADDRESS TARGET: Persian, English
You can also write in your own language.

PLEASE TAKE ACTION AS SOON AS POSSIBLE UNTIL: 24 March 2023
Please check with the Amnesty office in your country if you wish to send appeals after the deadline.

NAME AND PREFFERED PRONOUN: Javad Rouhi (he/him), Mehdi Mohammadifard (he/him) and
Arshia Takdastan (he/him)
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Javad Rouhi Suffered
“Terrible Torture” During
Detention

According to the , 35 year-old Javad Rouhi, who received

for activities connected to nationwide protests, suffered “terrible
torture” while being detained by Iranian authorities. He was tortured throughout the first several
days of his detention, which caused him to lose his ability to talk and to suffer incontinence.

According to the decree issued by Sari Revolutionary Court, the charges attributed to him are
“corruption in the land,” “severe disturbance in the public order of the country,” “destroying,
setting fire and vandalism in public property and facilities,” “inciting some citizens to create
insecurity,” “gathering and conspiring to commit a crime against the national security” and
“apostasy by burning the holy Quran and insulting holy things.”

Despite the purported lack of evidence in this case, it appears that the judge used Javad Rouhi's
false confessions and the bailiffs’ report to justify putting him to death three times.
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According to the follow-up committee, after a few days of initial interrogation, Javad Rouhi was
transferred to “Shahid Kazemi Sari” detention center belonging to the IRGC intelligence located in
Tirkolah prison in this city. Because of torture and fear, he became incontinent and was unable to
speak, which triggered his transfer to solitary confinement.

During Rouhi’s interrogation and torture, he was pressured to accept guilt for the crime of the
burning of the Koran, which he initially refused. After about a month, his mental condition
improved enough to allow him to play and laugh in his cell. However, this did not last long, and he
was once again transferred to solitary confinement, and high-pressure interrogations for
admission resumed. Despite this, Javad still refused to believe that his detention would continue,
saying: “l did nothing, I will get released.”

The only video that exists of Javad Rouhi on the night of 31st of Shahrivar in Nowshahr shows
him dancing in the circle of the crowd, happily circling among them. The follow-up committee
reported that he went out of the house that day to fix his mobile phone and joined the crowd
chanting and cheering. Even though no evidence of a burned or intact Quran has been found, the
pressure Rouhi was put under to confess indicates that such a document was not available to his
interrogators or the court.

During his first trial and when he was convicted to execution three times, Rouhi did not have an
appointed lawyer.

We do not know if he was able to defend himself and talk about these brutal tortures since the
court was not public, and there is no evidence available to the public.

Currently, Majid Kaveh, a lawyer in Mazandaran province, has been appointed as Javad Rouhi’s
lawyer, and his case has been sent to the Supreme Court for appeal.

Mr. Kaveh, who finally managed to talk to Rouhi after the death sentence was issued, wrote on his
Twitter account: “The client has fundamental and important objections to the preliminary
investigations, which will certainly be reflected in the appeal to the Supreme Court in the coming
days.”

Javad Rouhi’s parents had previously stated in a message about their son’s condition that he has
a mental illness and was under treatment during protests. Also, they said they weren’t aware of
his imprisonment for the first three months.

The National Iranian American Council reiterates its call for the release of all individuals arbitrarily
detained in connection with protests, and for charges reliant on torture — which violates Iran’s
international rights obligations — to be thrown out immediately. This includes the dubious but
grave charges leveled against Javad Rouhi.
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Siamak Namazi starts Hunger Strike to Demand Action from Biden Administration
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