
The families of two political prisoners in Iran are fighting to save them from looming execution amid Iran's

killing spree which last year alone saw over 800 people hanged.

Reza Rasaei and Habib Deris are the latest to face imminent execution, a trend which has peaked since the

2022 uprising, sparked by the death in morality police custody of Mahsa Amini, detained for not wearing her

hijab according to Iran's strict dress code.
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Reza Rasaei was sentenced to death in 2022 amid the protests. He was accused of the murder of Nader

Beirami, a senior intelligence officer of the IRGC, with his conviction being upheld by the Supreme Court in

early December. 

Amnesty International earlier voiced its concern, urging Iranian authorities to halt the execution, citing a lack

of clear evidence and fair trial standards. “I urge you to immediately grant Reza Rasaei access to his family,

independently chosen lawyer, and adequate medical care," read part of Amnesty's letter of appeal.

Simultaneously, reports have emerged about Habib Deris being moved to solitary confinement, often a sign

of a looming execution. A source close to the family of Deris told HRANA, a news agency of human rights

activists in Iran, "He was transferred to solitary confinement without any clear reason provided."

Deris is among six men sentenced to death by the Revolutionary Court in Ahvaz, accused of affiliation with

the Harakat al-Nidal group and involvement in operations that resulted in the deaths of security personnel.

Also known as the Arab Struggle Movement for the Liberation of Ahwaz (ASMLA), the group is classified by

Tehran as a ‘terrorist’ organization responsible for acts of terror including an attack on a military parade in

Ahvaz on September 22, 2018, which killed 25 military and civilians.
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The Supreme Court of Iran has confirmed the death sentence of Reza Rasaei, one of the

detainees of last year's nationwide protests, US-based Human Rights Activists News Agency

(HRANA) reported.

Rasaei, 34, who comes from the marginalized Kurdish and Yarsan minorities in Iran, was

previously sentenced to death by a Revolutionary Court on trumped-up charges related to the

killing of an IRGC agent.
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A family member of Mr. Rasaei told HRANA that the protester's death sentence was recently

confirmed by the “17th branch of the country's highest judicial authority headed by Judge

Barani."

Amnesty International issued a warning after his trial and noted that during interrogations

Rasaei was subjected to torture and other ill-treatment, including electric shocks and severe

beatings to compel him to self-incriminating “confessions”.

Australian lawmaker Keith Wolahan as well as Iranian-American dissident activist Masih

Alinejad took to social media to warn of his imminent execution over the weekend.

As revealed by UN's Special Rapporteur on Human Rights in Iran in December, more than half of

the people who were killed during the "Woman, Life, Freedom" protests were from Baluch and

Kurdish provinces.

As the ongoing Israel-Hamas conflict continues, Iran has executed at least 229 people for

various convictions since October 7, according to The Telegraph, including women and minors.

On Sunday, the Iranian High Court confirmed the death sentence of another protester,Mojahed

Kourkour.
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Supreme Court of Iran Upholds Death Sentence for
Reza Rasaei

December 24, 2023

The Supreme Court of Iran has recently affirmed the death
sentence for Reza Rasaei (Rasaie), arrested in connection
with the 2022 nationwide protests.

In October of this year, Rasaei was condemned to death for his alleged involvement in the killing of Nader Beyrami,
the head of IRGC Intelligence, during the protests in Sahneh County, Kermanshah province.

A family member of Rasaei, who spoke to HRANA, confirmed that Judge Barani presided over the Supreme Court’s
decision to uphold the death sentence. Notably, the court’s ruling appears to have been influenced by a confession
obtained under duress during Rasaei’s detention.

In addition to the capital punishment, Rasaei faces other charges, including non-fatal injury, threatening with a knife,
and disturbing public order by causing unrest. Initially, he received additional penalties such as Diya (wergild), a year
sentence, and 74 lashes.

Rasaei was apprehended on November 24, 2022, by the police and subsequently detained in Sahneh County.
Following the completion of the interrogation process, he was transferred to Dizel-Abad prison in Kermanshah.

Several other protesters involved in the November 18, 2022 demonstration are also confronting charges related to
their alleged role in the death of the IRGC’s intelligence officer. This protest resulted in the deaths of several
protestors at the hands of police and security forces.

Reza (Gholamreza) Rasaei, aged 34, is known as a Yarsan follower and resides in Sahneh County.
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URGENT ACTION 
 

TORTURED IRANIAN KURDISH MAN SENTENCED TO DEATH 
Iranian Kurdish man Reza (Gholamreza) Rasaei is at risk of execution in relation to 
the September to December 2022 nationwide protests in Iran. Following a grossly 
unfair trial, on 7 October 2023, Branch Two of Criminal Court 1 of Kermanshah 
province convicted him of “murder” and sentenced him to death, admitting his 
torture-tainted forced “confessions” as “evidence”.  
 

TAKE ACTION: WRITE AN APPEAL IN YOUR OWN WORDS OR USE THIS MODEL LETTER 
 

Head of judiciary, Gholamhossein Mohseni Ejei 
c/o Embassy of Iran to the European Union, Avenue Franklin Roosevelt No. 15, 1050 Bruxelles, Belgium 

 
Dear Mr Gholamhossein Mohseni Ejei, 
 
Reza (Gholamreza) Rasaei, aged 34, from Iran’s oppressed Kurdish and Yaresan ethnic and religious 
minorities, respectively, is at risk of execution in relation to the “Woman Life Freedom” nationwide protests 
which took place between September and December 2022. In a verdict dated 7 October 2023, Branch Two 
of Criminal Court 1 in Kermanshah province convicted Reza Rasaei of “murder” and sentenced him to death. 
According to the verdict, he was convicted of involvement in the killing of an agent, identified as a member 
of the Revolutionary Guards by Iranian state media, on 18 November 2022 during a protest in Sahneh, 
Kermanshah province. Reza Rasaei has repeatedly denied involvement, including during trial. The court also 
convicted him of “disrupting public order” and sentenced him to one year in prison and 74 lashes. In the 
verdict, the court summarily dismissed Reza Rasaei’s retraction of his forced “confession”, which he had 
said during trial was obtained under torture and other ill-treatment during interrogations, without conducting 
investigations.  
 
Reza Rasaei was arrested on 24 November 2022 in Shahriar, Tehran province, by the investigation unit of 
Iran’s police (Agahi) and subsequently transferred to a detention facility controlled by the Agahi in Sahneh. 
According to an informed source, during interrogations there Agahi agents subjected Reza Rasaei to torture 
and other ill-treatment, including electric shocks, suffocation by putting a plastic bag over his head and 
severe beatings to compel his forced “confessions”. Reza Rasaei was subsequently transferred to Dizel Abad 
prison in Kermanshah province, where he remains. Reza Rasaei only met his lawyer for the first time at trial, 
which took place over three sessions, with the final hearing held on 21 September 2023. Amnesty 
International does not have information about whether the verdict has been appealed. His right to a fair trial 
was flagrantly violated, including to access a lawyer of his choosing from the time of arrest, to meaningfully 
challenge the legality of his detention and to be tried by an independent, competent and impartial tribunal. 
Amnesty International has also repeatedly documented the Iranian authorities’ pattern of extracting forced 
“confessions” following torture and other ill-treatment, including by the Agahi, and the reliance by courts on 
such “confessions” to issue convictions and death sentences, including in relation to those sentenced to 
death in connection to the nationwide protests in 2022.  

 
I urge you to immediately quash the conviction and death sentence against Reza (Gholamreza) Rasaei. If 
charged with a recognizable criminal offence, proceedings must meet international fair trial standards without 
recourse to the death penalty and exclude “confessions” obtained under torture. I urge you to immediately 
grant Reza Rasaei access to his family, independently chosen lawyer, and adequate medical care. I urge you 
to protect him from further torture and other ill-treatment and investigate his torture allegations, bringing 
anyone found responsible to justice in fair trials. Finally, I urge you to grant independent observers access to 
capital trials connected to protests and immediately establish an official moratorium on executions with a 
view to abolishing the death penalty. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
 
From September to December 2022, an unprecedented popular uprising against the Islamic Republic system took 
place across Iran sparked by the death in custody on 16 September 2022 of Zhina/Mahsa Amini days after her 
arbitrary arrest by Iran’s “morality” police. Iranian authorities extensively and unlawfully fired live ammunition, metal 
pellets and tear gas and subjected protesters to severe beatings. Hundreds of protesters and bystanders were 
unlawfully killed by security forces, including dozens of children, and thousands sustained injuries for which many 
did not seek medical care due to fear of arrest. More than half of those killed belonged to the oppressed Baluchi 
minority in Sistan and Baluchestan province and the Kurdish minority in the provinces of Kurdistan, Kermanshah 
and West Azerbaijan. From early November 2022, Kurdish human rights groups reported a “highly securitized 
atmosphere” in Kermanshah province marked by the extensive deployment of security forces. This development 
underscored the authorities’ increased repression in anticipation of protests between 15-19 November 2022 to 
commemorate the protest killings of November 2019.  
 
To date, the authorities have arbitrarily executed seven men in connection with the “Woman Life Freedom” protests 
after grossly unfair trials marred by torture allegations. On 19 May 2023, Iranian authorities executed Majid Kazemi, 
Saleh Mirhashemi and Saeed Yaghoubi, who were put on trial in December 2022 and January 2023, and sentenced 
to death on the vaguely worded and overly broad charge of “enmity against God” (moharebeh). The authorities 
imposed the charge based on unfounded allegations stemming from torture-tainted “confessions” that the men used 
firearms in an incident during protests during which three members of the security forces died. However, they did 
not charge them or convict them of murder for these deaths. On 10 May 2023, the authorities announced that their 
convictions and sentences had been upheld by the Supreme Court despite due process violations, significant 
procedural flaws, lack of evidence, and torture allegations that were never investigated. Amnesty International 
obtained information that the three were subjected to torture while forcibly disappeared and forced to make 
incriminating statements.  
 
Torture is a violation of international law and its use is prohibited under all circumstances. Statements elicited as a 
result of torture, ill-treatment or other forms of coercion must be excluded as evidence in criminal proceedings, 
except those brought against suspected perpetrators of such abuse. In view of the irreversible nature of the death 
penalty, the proceedings in capital cases must scrupulously observe all relevant international standards protecting 
the right to a fair trial. Anyone arrested or detained on a criminal charge must be treated in full compliance with Iran’s 
human rights obligations including rights to a fair trial. These include the rights to choose one’s own lawyer; to access 
effective legal assistance from the time of arrest and throughout the pre-trial and trial proceedings; to be brought 
promptly before an ordinary civilian judge; to challenge the lawfulness of detention before an independent, impartial 
tribunal; to be presumed innocent; to remain silent and not to be compelled to incriminate oneself or to confess guilt; 
to obtain full access to relevant evidence; to not be detained on vague charges; to examine and cross-examine 
witnesses; to receive a fair, public hearing before a competent, independent and impartial tribunal; and to be 
provided with a public, reasoned judgement. Amnesty International has consistently documented a pattern of 
systematic violations of the rights to a fair trial in Iran from the time of arrest and throughout the investigation, trial 
and appeal proceedings. Courts routinely ignore allegations of torture and other ill-treatment, without ordering an 
investigation, and rely on torture-tainted “confessions” to issue convictions and sentences, including in death penalty 
cases. Under international law, the imposition of the death penalty following an unfair trial constitutes an arbitrary 
deprivation of life.  
 
Ethnic and religious minorities in Iran suffer entrenched discrimination in law and in practice. Iranian authorities 
curtail the access of ethnic minorities to education, employment and political office. In 2023, Amnesty International 
has also documented how the Iranian authorities have intensified their use of the death penalty as a tool of political 
repression against ethnic minorities from Iran’s Kurdish and Baluchi minorities. Religious minorities, including 
Yaresan, also are subjected to discrimination in law and practice, including in access to education, employment, 
child adoption, political office and places of worship.  
 
Amnesty International opposes the death penalty in all cases without exception. The death penalty is a violation of 
the right to life and the ultimate cruel, inhuman and degrading punishment. Amnesty International has consistently 
called on all states that retain the death penalty, including Iran, to establish an official moratorium on executions, 
with a view to completely abolishing the death penalty. 
 

PREFERRED LANGUAGE TO ADDRESS TARGET: Persian, English  
You can also write in your own language. 
 
PLEASE TAKE ACTION AS SOON AS POSSIBLE UNTIL: 1 January 2024  
Please check with the Amnesty office in your country if you wish to send appeals after the deadline. 
 
NAME AND PREFFERED PRONOUN: Reza (Gholamreza) Rasaei (he/him) 
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A member of Iran's Yarsan religious minority has been sentenced to death for trumped up

charges of murder.

Reza Rasaei was handed the death penalty by the second branch of the Kermanshah Province

Criminal Court on Friday. He was accused of the murder of Nader Beirami, head of the

Intelligence of the Revolutionary Guards in Sanandaj, during a violent protest last November.
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Saturday, 10/14/2023

Human Rights - Women's Rights Iran

https://www.iranintl.com/en/iran-human-rights
https://www.iranintl.com/en/iran-en
https://www.iranintl.com/en


27/12/23, 13:58 Iranian Yarsan Minority Member Faces Death Penalty Verdict | Iran International

https://www.iranintl.com/en/202310142497 2/4

According to Dadban, a group of pro-bono lawyers in Iran dedicated to defending political

prisoners and rights activists, Beirami was killed following a clash between security and law

enforcement forces and protesters.

Approximately one week after the incident, Rasaei and ten other citizens were arrested on

charges of participating in the assault and injury of Beirami solely for their presence at the

protest.

Security authorities attributed Beirami's murder to Rasaei without any evidence, witnesses, or

documents, as reported by various human rights organizations including Dadban and Hengaw.

The spokesperson for the judiciary of the Islamic Republic had previously announced that 52

individuals had been arrested in connection with Beirami's murder.

The Yarsan faith, also known as Ahl-e Haqq, is one of the oldest Middle Eastern religious

traditions with about three million followers in Iran, primarily in western Kurdish areas, and

120,000 to 150,000 in Iraq known as Kaka'i.

Yarsan adherents have encountered challenges, including the inability to register their children

as Yarsan at birth, restrictions on building places of worship, and the fear of persecution for

printing their holy book.
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Reza Rasaei is sentenced to death for Moharebeh
(Waging war on God)

  

October 12, 2023

Facebook Twitter Email

Reza Rasaei, a 34-year-old activist and participant in the nationwide protests of 2022, has been sentenced to execution
on the charge of murdering Nader Beyrami, the head of the Intelligence Organization of the Revolutionary Guards in the
city of Sahneh, Kermanshah. The verdict for Mr. Rasaei was issued by the Second Branch of the Criminal Court in
Kermanshah province.

Reza Rasaei is a Kurdish citizen and a follower of the Yarsanism faith. Despite the lack of evidence and
documentation to prove his guilt, this verdict was issued under pressure from the Iranian regime’s head of the judiciary.
Throughout the entire detention period, Mr. Rasaei has been deprived of his basic rights, including access to legal
representation and in-person visits.
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Iran’s Judiciary has charged Reza Rasai with Moharebeh. It is also holding this young man responsible for the killing of
Nader Beirami. The state has also condemned Mr. Rasai for acting against national security and attempting to escape
from the police. Since his arrest to date, Mr. Rasai has been subjected to the most brutal torture. The torturers have
broken Reza’s toes and his ribs to force him to confess to the killing.

According to a witness, the moment Nader Beirami was killed, and the crowd surrounded him, Reza stood next to me with
a placard. He went forward to see what had happened. I had recently been beaten and injured. Reza wanted to be by my
side and help. He was not involved at all. They recognized him because he had previously campaigned to release his
cousin (his uncle’s son,) who had political activities. So, they arrested him immediately.

The Ahl-e Haqq minority in Iran is not recognized as an independent religion by the regime’s Constitution. Its adherents
are deprived of many political and social rights.

The Iran Human Rights Monitor (IranHRM) draws the attention of the international community to the fact that the Iranian
judiciary is hastily handing down death sentences to protesters while the war in the Middle East has dominated the
headlines. Human Rights organizations should take appropriate action to prevent the regime from perpetrating its
crimes.
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