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Killing of Kian Pirfalak

Kian Pirfalak (Persian: 19,4 oLS; c. 2013 — November 16,
2022) was an Iranian child who was killed in a shooting by the
security forces of Islamic Republic of Iran in his parent's vehicle in
the city of Izeh in Iran.[H2IB] His father Meysam Pirfalak was
also critically injured in the assault and was hospitalized.[4][5] His
mother and other family members who witnessed the incident
blame the attack on Iranian security forces.[®] Islamic Republic
news agencies, including IRNA, blamed his death on terrorists,
circulating a statement attributed to ISIS, alleging that the group
has claimed the deadly shooting that killed him.”! BBC
Monitoring, however, investigated the statement and concluded
that it was fake.[8]

Kian Pirfalak

Pirfalak’s death sparked a nationwide outrage against the
government and its use of extreme lethal force against
protestors.[g][lo][“] He is considered the youngest known victim
(either 9 or 10-years old) of suppressing the Mahsa Amini

protests.[gl[lz][B] Born 2013
Died 16 November 2022
(aged 8-9)
Contents Izeh, Khuzestan, Iran
History Cause of Shooting by securle
death forces of the Islamic
Funeral Republic of Iran
Impact Resting Parchestan-e Gurui,
See also place Central District, Izeh
References County
Nationality Iranian
HiStOl“y Known for The youngest victim

of crackdown on
Mahsa Amini protests

Kian Pirfalak was shot and killed on November 15, 2022, in the
city of 1zeh.'3] Seven people died during this incident including

two teenagers, Artin Rahmani, and Sepehr Maghsoodi (who was killed by a bullet in his
head).[13114]15](16]

The Islamic Republic News Agency (IRNA), Fars News Agency and other Iranian news outlets attributed
the assault to terrorists rather than the state's security forces, attributing the killings to 1s1S.[171018]
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A relative of Pirfalak told Radio Farda that security agents had opened fire on the car where Pirfalak was
sitting.[17] A bullet had gone through Pirfalak's lung.[lg][“] His father was also seriously injured and was
later hospitalized.[zo][lg] His mother, Zeinab Moulai denies the government's account of events, and claims
her son was killed by security forces.[21111]

Funeral

The family placed Pirfalak's body on ice, refusing to keeping it at the morgue.l1”! This was due to the fear
of security forces stealing the child's body, as that has happened in many cases.['”] Hundreds of people
gathered at Pirfalak's funeral and chanted anti-regime slogans in protest of his death.[1311221(20](23]

"Hear it from me about how the shooting happened so they can't say it was by terrorists, because they're
lying," Pirfalak's mother Zeinab Molaie told mourners at his funeral.1”! During the ceremony, Pirfalak's
mother criticized the Islamic Republic's Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei through a poem, which read:
"How's Mister Seyyed Ali [Khamenei] doing? He has a long beard coming down to his chest! A chest full
of hatred - his heart is like stone - all he says is nonsense!"21124]

Impact

Pirfalak's death sparked an increase in the nationwide protests,[zo]nS] and international support.[zs] After
Pirfalak's funeral, Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini's childhood home was set on fire on November 17, 2022;
which is being used as a commemorative museum and located in the city of Khomeyn.[ZG][IO][IS] Protests
at the University of Tehran's Faculty of Psychology and Educational Sciences displayed photos of
Pirfalak.127]

Days after Pirfalak's death, UNICEF issued a statement condemning the death and detention of children in
the wake of the 2022 protests in Iran.[2811291(30]

A viral video circulated online of young Pirfalak testing his hand-made boat, and he stated, “in the name of

the God of rainbows.”l'%B31] The stanza "In the Name of the Lord of the Rainbow" is a poem by
Mahmoud Purohab (Persian: w9, 39020) which is included in Persian 3rd grade elementary school

book.B1 As a result, many memorials about Pirfalak have referenced the God of rainbows.[31

See also

= Death of Mahsa Amini
= |ranian protests against compulsory hijab
= Deaths during the Mahsa Amini protests

References

1. "lran: Killings of Children during youthful Anti-Establishment Protests" (https://www.amnesty.
org/en/documents/mde13/6104/2022/en/). Amnesty International. 9 December 2022.
Retrieved 11 December 2022.

2. Alam, Artemis Moshtaghian,Jomana Karadsheh,Hande Atay (19 November 2022).
"Children's deaths 'must stop' in Iran, says UNICEF, as protests continue" (https://www.cnn.c
om/2022/11/19/middleeast/iran-unicef-children-death-intl/index.html). CNN. Retrieved
9 December 2022.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Radio_Farda
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Morgue
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ali_Khamenei
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ayatollah_Ruhollah_Khomeini
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Khomeyn
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_Tehran
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/UNICEF
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rainbows_in_mythology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Persian_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Death_of_Mahsa_Amini
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iranian_protests_against_compulsory_hijab
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deaths_during_the_Mahsa_Amini_protests
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/6104/2022/en/
https://www.cnn.com/2022/11/19/middleeast/iran-unicef-children-death-intl/index.html

w

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

."Iran protests: family of boy, 9, killed in night of violence blame attack on security forces" (htt
ps:/iwww.theguardian.com/world/2022/nov/17/iran-protests-young-boy-among-deaths-night-
of-turmoil-mahsa-amini). the Guardian. 17 November 2022. Retrieved 9 December 2022.

. Fassihi, Farnaz (19 November 2022). "lranian Protesters Attack Khomeini's Childhood
Home as Unrest Spreads" (https://www.nytimes.com/2022/11/18/world/middleeast/iran-prote
sts-khomeini-children.html). The New York Times. ISSN 0362-4331 (https://www.worldcat.or
0/issn/0362-4331). Retrieved 9 December 2022.

i pliel e s lglow sy S 0LS a0 (hitps:/Awvww.jahannews.com/news/821091/LS -,
elicl-0lei-lgle-Slo ,u-0) [The Father of Kiyan Pirfalak bara-ye Modava be Tehran Ezam
shod]. www.jahannews.com (in Persian). 19 November 2022. Retrieved 11 December 2022.

. Reuters, Agence France-Presse and (18 November 2022). "lranian protesters chant anti-
regime slogans at boy's funeral” (https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/nov/18/iranian-pr
otesters-chant-anti-regime-slogans-at-boys-funeral). the Guardian. Retrieved 19 November
2022. {{cite web}}: | last= has generic name (help)

."Iran protests: family of boy, 9, killed in night of violence blame attack on security forces" (htt
ps:/lwww.theguardian.com/world/2022/nov/17/iran-protests-young-boy-among-deaths-night-
of-turmoil-mahsa-amini). the Guardian. 17 November 2022. Retrieved 9 December 2022.

."lIran Says Seven Killed In 'Terrorist Attack' In 1zeh Amid Protests" (https://www.rferl.org/a/iran
-seven-killed-terrorist-attack-izeh-protests/32135345.html). RadioFreeEurope/RadioLiberty.
Retrieved 9 December 2022.

."The killing of a 9-year-old boy further ignites Iran's anti-government protests"” (https://www.w
ashingtonpost.com/world/2022/11/18/iran-protests-izeh-kian-pirfalak/). The Washington
Post. 18 November 2022. ISSN 0190-8286 (https://www.worldcat.org/issn/0190-8286).
Retrieved 19 November 2022.

Johnston, Holly (18 November 2022). "Iran: crowds cheer as Ayatollah Khomeini's ancestral
home burns" (https://www.thenationalnews.com/menal/iran/2022/11/18/iran-crowds-cheer-as
-ayatollah-khomeinis-ancestral-nome-burns/). The National. Retrieved 19 November 2022.

Williams, Stuart (18 November 2022). "Angry Funerals Spark New Protests In Iran" (https://w
ww.barrons.com/news/angry-funerals-spark-new-protests-in-iran-01668783008).
Barrons.com. Retrieved 19 November 2022.

"Angry funerals spark new protests in Iran” (https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/11/20/news/w
orld/angry-funerals-spark-new-protests-in-iran/1866972). The Manila Times. France-Presse
Agence. 20 November 2022. Retrieved 21 November 2022.

Fassihi, Farnaz (19 November 2022). "lIranian Protesters Attack Khomeini's Childhood
Home as Unrest Spreads” (https://www.nytimes.com/2022/11/18/world/middleeast/iran-prote
sts-khomeini-children.html). The New York Times. ISSN 0362-4331 (https://www.worldcat.or
0/issn/0362-4331). Retrieved 21 November 2022.

Gritten, David (17 November 2022). "lran protests: Two boys shot dead by security forces,
family sources say" (https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-63661310). BBC News.
Retrieved 21 November 2022.

"Iran protests escalate amid funerals for children reportedly killed by regime" (https://www.ch
snews.com/news/iran-protests-escalate-amid-funerals-for-children-reportedly-killed-by-regi
me/). CBS News. Retrieved 21 November 2022.

Wintour, Patrick (17 November 2022). "lran protests: family blame death of boy (9) on
security forces" (https://www.irishtimes.com/world/middle-east/2022/11/17/iran-protests-at-le
ast-15-dead-in-latest-night-of-violence/). The Irish Times. Retrieved 21 November 2022.

"Iran protests: family of boy, 9, killed in night of violence blame attack on security forces" (htt
ps:/iwww.theguardian.com/world/2022/nov/17/iran-protests-young-boy-among-deaths-night-
of-turmoil-mahsa-amini). the Guardian. 17 November 2022. ISSN 1756-3224 (https://www.w
orldcat.org/issn/1756-3224). Retrieved 19 November 2022.


https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/nov/17/iran-protests-young-boy-among-deaths-night-of-turmoil-mahsa-amini
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/11/18/world/middleeast/iran-protests-khomeini-children.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ISSN_(identifier)
https://www.worldcat.org/issn/0362-4331
https://www.jahannews.com/news/821091/%D9%BE%D8%AF%D8%B1-%DA%A9%DB%8C%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%BE%DB%8C%D8%B1%D9%81%D9%84%DA%A9-%D9%85%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%A7-%D8%AA%D9%87%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A7%D8%B9%D8%B2%D8%A7%D9%85
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/nov/18/iranian-protesters-chant-anti-regime-slogans-at-boys-funeral
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Template:Cite_web
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:CS1_errors#generic_name
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/nov/17/iran-protests-young-boy-among-deaths-night-of-turmoil-mahsa-amini
https://www.rferl.org/a/iran-seven-killed-terrorist-attack-izeh-protests/32135345.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2022/11/18/iran-protests-izeh-kian-pirfalak/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Washington_Post
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ISSN_(identifier)
https://www.worldcat.org/issn/0190-8286
https://www.thenationalnews.com/mena/iran/2022/11/18/iran-crowds-cheer-as-ayatollah-khomeinis-ancestral-home-burns/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_National_(Abu_Dhabi)
https://www.barrons.com/news/angry-funerals-spark-new-protests-in-iran-01668783008
https://www.manilatimes.net/2022/11/20/news/world/angry-funerals-spark-new-protests-in-iran/1866972
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Manila_Times
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/11/18/world/middleeast/iran-protests-khomeini-children.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_New_York_Times
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ISSN_(identifier)
https://www.worldcat.org/issn/0362-4331
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-63661310
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/iran-protests-escalate-amid-funerals-for-children-reportedly-killed-by-regime/
https://www.irishtimes.com/world/middle-east/2022/11/17/iran-protests-at-least-15-dead-in-latest-night-of-violence/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Irish_Times
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/nov/17/iran-protests-young-boy-among-deaths-night-of-turmoil-mahsa-amini
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Guardian
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ISSN_(identifier)
https://www.worldcat.org/issn/1756-3224

18.

19."¢

20."

21."

22.

23.

24.

25."

26.

27."

28."

29.

sl - oliw e Ll -S el 4,8 5lw ool plaS b vy wolesiv 51 S, 0LS ole ey
it Lgiliowl!" (https:/Awww.tasnimnews.com/fa/news/1401/08/27/2806233/%D8%B1%D9%8
8%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%AA-%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%AF%D8%B1-%DA%A9%DB %8
C%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%BE%DB%8C%D8%B1%D9%81%D9%84%DA%A9-%D8%A
7%D8%B2-%D8%B4%D9%87%D8%A7%D8%AF%D8%AA-%D9%BE%D8%B3%D8%B
1%D8%B4-%D8%A8%D8%A7-%DA%A9%D 8%AF%D8%A7%D9%85-%D8%A7%D8%A
F%D8%B9%D8%A7-%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%B2%DA%AF%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%A
A%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA) [Which claim is more consistent with the account
of Kian Pirflek's mother about her son's testimony]. ,asius s LS > | Tasnim (in Persian).
November 2022. Retrieved 21 November 2022.

S cuiwdS az ol 5 fo byl slagolas " (https:/Avww.bbc.com/persian/articles/c515x89qypno)
[Iran's protests; What happened in Izeh?]. BBC News _w (s (in Persian). 17 November
2022. Retrieved 21 November 2022.

LS, ar b o puivle 0l)golo idgr i yg 5 2usS5 sl s,LS 5 awlio 4o SLo L LS ol e
o (https:/iwww.bbc.com/persian/articles/c4nkxydx7710) [Kian Pirflek's funeral ceremony;
Terrible details from his mother: "They lie, it's the work of terrorists, they shelled our car."].
BBC News w8 (in Persian) 18 November 2022. Retrieved 21 November 2022.

MJLSJ a ) oo ul_)_g.oLo S, 0LS ole = DW =1 ¥ - VAV (hitps:/Awww.dw.com/fa-
ir i LS -au-| -y Lo - ul)g.ol.o S -0 LS-,0/a-63811104) [Kian Pirflek's mother: The
officers shot the car]. Deutsche Welle (DW) (in Persian). Retrieved 19 November 2022.

"Furious Iran protests calls for 'Death to Khamenei' after child killed | World | News" (https://u
k.knews.media/news/furious-iran-protests-calls-for-death-to-khamenei-after-child-killed-worl
d-news/). United Kingdom KNews.MEDIA. 18 November 2022. Retrieved 19 November
2022.

"Iranians protest at funeral for child killed in shooting" (https://abcnews.go.com/International/
wireStory/iranians-protest-funeral-child-killed-shooting-93561953). ABC News. 18
November 2022. Retrieved 21 November 2022.

).gaiyulwboJ|)qumqu_927 uJ.C—A.qu 4J_9.;_94J;.o&|» gS.L‘?).uuLLSJ.)Lo g_j\JlS?)&A.U
aisS j»" (https:/lirvoanews.com/a/kian-pirfalak-protest-funeral-victim-iran/6840146.html),
VOA (in Persian), retrieved 19 November 2022

kert)).@;.aci'u PRI AT I wlrax U oLS uab|)+o|)§)| ‘bl cJL.'ol).IS«|3 qu_?uiub §Lb&o;d ,osbj'
Lis calixe" (https://per.euronews.com/2022/11/19/iran-protests-live-coverage-izeh-death-toll
s-mahsa-amini) [Continuation of student gatherings and street protests; From honoring Kian
to many gatherings in different cities of the world]. Euronews (in Persian). 19 November
2022. Retrieved 21 November 2022.

"Iranian protesters reportedly torch Ayatollah Khomeini's ancestral home" (https://www.cbc.c
a/news/world/iran-protests-khomeini-home-1.6656129). CBC/Radio-Canada. Thomson
Reuters. 18 November 2022.

> asll 03,08 b @ o aniiSy (Ol o (sl wlolac!" (hitps:/iwww.radiofarda.co
m/aliran-university-strikes/32138992.html). L, s 4,0/, Radio Farda (in Persian). Retrieved
21 November 2022.
s:/lwww.radiofarda.com/a/unisef-violence-against-children/32137444.html) [UNICEF on the
killing of children in Iran's protests: This is terrible and must be stopped]. L9 .0/, Radio
Farda (in Persian). Retrieved 21 November 2022.

Moshtaghian, Artemis; Karadsheh, Jomana; Alam, Hande Atay (19 November 2022).
"Children's deaths 'must stop' in Iran, says UNICEF, as protests continue" (https://www.cnn.c
om/2022/11/19/middleeast/iran-unicef-children-death-intl/index.html). CNN. Retrieved

21 November 2022.


https://www.tasnimnews.com/fa/news/1401/08/27/2806233/%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%AA-%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%AF%D8%B1-%DA%A9%DB%8C%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%BE%DB%8C%D8%B1%D9%81%D9%84%DA%A9-%D8%A7%D8%B2-%D8%B4%D9%87%D8%A7%D8%AF%D8%AA-%D9%BE%D8%B3%D8%B1%D8%B4-%D8%A8%D8%A7-%DA%A9%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%85-%D8%A7%D8%AF%D8%B9%D8%A7-%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%B2%DA%AF%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AA%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tasnim
https://www.bbc.com/persian/articles/c515x89qypno
https://www.bbc.com/persian/articles/c4nkxydx77lo
https://www.dw.com/fa-ir/%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%AF%D8%B1-%DA%A9%DB%8C%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%BE%DB%8C%D8%B1%D9%81%D9%84%DA%A9-%D9%85%D8%A3%D9%85%D9%88%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%B4%DB%8C%D9%86-%D8%B1%D8%A7-%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%B1%DA%AF%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%A8%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%86%D8%AF/a-63811104
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deutsche_Welle
https://uk.knews.media/news/furious-iran-protests-calls-for-death-to-khamenei-after-child-killed-world-news/
https://abcnews.go.com/International/wireStory/iranians-protest-funeral-child-killed-shooting-93561953
https://ir.voanews.com/a/kian-pirfalak-protest-funeral-victim-iran/6840146.html
https://per.euronews.com/2022/11/19/iran-protests-live-coverage-izeh-death-tolls-mahsa-amini
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Euronews
https://www.cbc.ca/news/world/iran-protests-khomeini-home-1.6656129
https://www.radiofarda.com/a/iran-university-strikes/32138992.html
https://www.radiofarda.com/a/unisef-violence-against-children/32137444.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Radio_Farda
https://www.cnn.com/2022/11/19/middleeast/iran-unicef-children-death-intl/index.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/CNN

30. "Iran, la nostra indifferenza” (https://www.repubblica.it‘commenti/2022/11/19/news/iran_prote
ste_diritti_donne-375274001/). la Repubblica (in ltalian). 19 November 2022. Retrieved
21 November 2022.

31 "Ugilad JuoSs caindS o b oleS (0K, ObS S ol 1 Sin 9 o ,in azan” (https:/www.bbc.com/per
sian/articles/c80gj52n08ko) [Art and Culture Week: From the death of Kian Ranginkaman to
the death of Tofer Humayun]. BBC News w8 (in Persian). 19 November 2022. Retrieved
21 November 2022.

Retrieved from "https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Killing_of Kian Pirfalak&oldid=1133947464"

This page was last edited on 16 January 2023, at 06:57 (UTC).

Text is available under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike License 3.0; additional terms may apply. By
using this site, you agree to the Terms of Use and Privacy Policy. Wikipedia® is a registered trademark of the
Wikimedia Foundation, Inc., a non-profit organization.


https://www.repubblica.it/commenti/2022/11/19/news/iran_proteste_diritti_donne-375274001/
https://www.bbc.com/persian/articles/c80gj52n08ko
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Killing_of_Kian_Pirfalak&oldid=1133947464
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Text_of_the_Creative_Commons_Attribution-ShareAlike_3.0_Unported_License
https://foundation.wikimedia.org/wiki/Terms_of_Use
https://foundation.wikimedia.org/wiki/Privacy_policy
https://www.wikimediafoundation.org/

