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Father Says Son Killed For Honking His Car Horn In Support Of
Iranian Protests

Activists say Yahya Rahimi, 31, was targeted by security agents on October 8 because he had honked his car horn in
solidarity with anti-government protests in the northwestern city of Sanandaj, the provincial capital of Iran's
Kurdistan Province.

Yahya Rahimi was driving to work when two men armed with large sticks attacked his car, shattering
his windscreen.

As the 31-year-old slowly drove o�, a gunshot was heard. Rahimi was dead, his bloodied head resting
on the smashed driver’s window.

That is according to a video shared by Hengaw, a rights group registered in Norway that reports on
Iran's Kurdish region.

Activists said Rahimi was targeted by plainclothes security agents on October 8 because he had
honked his car horn in solidarity with anti-government protests in the northwestern city of Sanandaj,
the provincial capital of Iran's Kurdistan Province.

Rahimi is among at least 300 people who have been killed in the government’s brutal crackdown on
nationwide protests triggered by the death of Mahsa Amini, a 22-year-old woman, in September.
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Ali Azadi, the head of Kurdistan’s police force, said Rahimi was shot dead by "anti-revolutionary
forces." But his family says government forces killed him.

"Islamic republic agents had damaged his car, yet they didn't leave him alone," Rahimi's father,
Ahmad Rahimi, told RFE/RL's Radio Farda. "A few steps further, they martyred him."

Ahmad Rahimi said the authorities had pressured him to declare his son was a member of the Basij
paramilitary forces, a branch of Iran's powerful Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC), in an
apparent attempt to blame his death on the protesters.

"When we received the body, the authorities said, 'We will register him as a martyr, you will receive
[benefits], and we will give you blood money.' I told them I don't want such a thing."
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Protesters march in Sanandaj, the capital of Iran's Kurdistan Province. (file photo)

Rahimi's father said police o�cers visited their home and o�ered condolences. But he responded, he
said, by asking why they had killed his son.

"What crime did my son commit on that street? He was innocent. Why did you kill him?" he said,
recalling what he told the o�cers.

Iran’s western Kurdistan region has become the epicenter of the months-long demonstrations raging
in cities, towns, and villages across Iran and the focus of the government's bloody crackdown.

Amini's funeral in Kurdistan Province on September 17 was the catalyst for the protests. She died
three days after she was arrested by Iran’s morality police for allegedly violating the country's
mandatory hijab law.

Human rights groups say the authorities have intensified their crackdown in provinces with
significant Kurdish populations, including Kurdistan, Kermanshah, and West Azerbaijan.

WATCH: Social-media video from Sanandaj, capital of the province, shows protesters hurling rocks at
police and security forces allegedly using firearms, tear gas, and firing directly into residential homes.
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More News

Iran Human Rights (IHR), an Oslo-based group, said on November 5 that at least 60 people have been
killed in the three provinces since the protests erupted. Overall, at least 304 people have lost their
lives in demonstrations across the country, IHR said.

Over the weekend, Iranian security forces opened fire on protesters in the predominately Kurdish city
of Marivan, wounding at least 35 people, according to Hengaw.

The protest was triggered by the death in Tehran of a Kurdish student from Marivan, Nasrin Ghaderi,
who according to Hengaw died on November 5 after being beaten by police.

Videos posted on social media showed protesters throwing stones at a government building and
burning the Iranian flag.

State media quoted a local prosecutor as saying Ghaderi’s body showed no signs of trauma and she
had died from alleged poisoning.

The Kurdistan Human Rights Network said on November 6 that security forces in Marivan had used
tear gas and fired metal pellets at protesters.

March 05, 2023

By RFE/RL's Radio Farda



Security Forces Intensify Crackdown On Iranian KurdsSecurity Forces Intensify Crackdown On Iranian Kurds   EMBEDEMBED   SHARESHARE



 0:00 0:01:56  

https://facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%3a%2f%2fwww.rferl.org%2fa%2ffather-outraged-son-death-honking-horn-iran-protests%2f32119483.html
https://twitter.com/share?url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.rferl.org%2fa%2ffather-outraged-son-death-honking-horn-iran-protests%2f32119483.html&text=Father+Says+Son+Killed+For+Honking+His+Car+Horn+In+Support+Of+Iranian+Protests
https://vkontakte.ru/share.php?url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.rferl.org%2fa%2ffather-outraged-son-death-honking-horn-iran-protests%2f32119483.html
mailto:?body=https%3a%2f%2fwww.rferl.org%2fa%2ffather-outraged-son-death-honking-horn-iran-protests%2f32119483.html&subject=Father%20Says%20Son%20Killed%20For%20Honking%20His%20Car%20Horn%20In%20Support%20Of%20Iranian%20Protests
https://iranhr.net/en/articles/5572/
https://twitter.com/RadioFarda_/status/1589514317677957120?s=20&t=NRxId7NtCtEDPgejcMxfCg
https://twitter.com/KurdistanHRN/status/1589287636694601728?s=20&t=NRxId7NtCtEDPgejcMxfCg
https://www.rferl.org/author/rfe-rls-radio-farda/g_t_qo
https://www.rferl.org/a/father-outraged-son-death-honking-horn-iran-protests/32079341.html
https://www.rferl.org/embed/player/Article/32079341.html?type=video&FullScreenMode=True


05/03/23, 11:50 Hengaw legal team’s exclusive report regarding the person who was killed by the Iranian security forces on Bahman Street in Sanandaj

https://hengaw.net/en/news/hengaw-legal-teams-exclusive-report-regarding-the-person-who-was-killed-by-the-iranian-security-forces-on-bahman-street-in-sanandaj 1/4

Deutsch English Kurdî فارسی عر� كوردی 

 Hengaw Organization for Human Rights

Search 

You can also make a di�erence. Support Hengaw

Hengaw legal team’s exclusive report
regarding the person who was killed by the
Iranian security forces on Bahman Street in
Sanandaj
 16:53 - 9 October 2022

 

 Following the beginning of the investigation regarding the identity of the person who was killed by the

Iranian security forces during the protests in Sanandaj city on Saturday, October 8, 2022, Hengaw’s legal

team has obtained new footage regarding this incident.

 

 In this new footage, which was sent to Hengaw with an indescribable delay due to the internet outage in

Sanandaj, it is clear that a Kia Pride with license plate number “399 S. 36 (Iran-51)” on 6th Bahman Street

was in front of Golha shopping center was attacked by uniformed forces.  

�e uniformed forces attacked the target with a baton and the windshield got broken and the driver quickly

ran away from the place.  A�er passing a few meters, the sound of gunshots was heard.  �e picture shows

that the same Pride with the same license plate “399 S.36 (Iran-51)” was shot in front of the Red Crescent

Pharmacy and the driver was killed.  According to the received information, the owner of this car is a

person named "Yahya Rahimi Sarab Shahraki".

 

 However, despite the confirmation of the killing of the driver of this car by Iranian security forces, the

concern is the matching of the car’s owner.
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 identity with the person who was shot.  In this regard, a�er interviewing the informants, Hengaw can

announce that the identity of the killed person is the owner of Pride, named "Yahya Rahimi Sarab

Shahraki", whose killing was denied by the commander of the Iranian Police Force in Kurdistan. 

In a conversation with Tasnim, Ali Azadi also falsely stated that the place where this person was killed in a

side street (Tafsir Street), while the existing picture is quite clear that the shooting took place on Bahman

6th Street.

 

  It is worth mentioning that the number of people killed in Sanandaj during the past day was more than 4

people, but in the current situation and considering the disruption in the Internet and sometimes the

disruption in the telephone network in Sanandaj, it is not possible to make a definitive confirmation.

 

 Hengaw, 

 October 9, 2022
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