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Behind Bars: Massoumeh Senobari’s
Suicide Bid Against Torture
May 18, 2023 in Women's News

On May 14, 2023, an alarming incident unfolded within Fardis Prison (also known as
Kachouii) in Karaj as Massoumeh Senobari, a political prisoner, resorted to a desperate
act of self-harm. Massoumeh Senobari cut her wrist in protest against the escalating
pressure and torture she endured. The revelation comes from a reliable source that
recently reported the incident.

Currently detained in solitary con�nement in the women’s ward, Massoumeh Senobari
is isolated from fellow prisoners. The judge overseeing her case has imposed this
restrictive measure on her. Furthermore, limitations are placed on her ability to contact
her family, with authorities even preventing her from recharging her phone card. These
infringements occur despite recognizing every prisoner’s fundamental right to maintain
communication with their family.

Under the court’s verdict, Massoumeh Senobari, a political prisoner, is prohibited from
interacting with other inmates and con�ned within the walls of a “closed-door” prison.
Her access to fresh air is limited to one hour every few days, during which other
inmates are temporarily removed from the yard to prevent communication.

Massoumeh Senobari is from Tabriz. She was arrested in Karaj on December 13, 2022,
and transferred to the city’s Department of Intelligence. After enduring 40 days of
interrogation, she was transferred to the women’s ward of Kachouii Prison on January
4, 2023.

Massoumeh Senobari stands accused of leading protests, leading to her trial at the 1st
Branch of the Revolutionary Court of Karaj on March 5, 2023. The court sentenced her
to a lengthy prison term of 7.5 years, citing charges of “participation in acts against the
state through membership in the PMOI” and “propaganda against the state through
participating in illegal gatherings, publicity campaigns, writing gra�ti on walls, and
distributing pictures of PMOI leaders.”

It is important to note that Massoumeh Senobari’s family remains unaware of her
condition and expresses profound concern for her well-being. She is the daughter of
Mohammad Ali, born in 1988 in Tabriz, and has a daughter of her own. Previously, she
was sentenced to 8 years on charges of “propaganda against the state” and “insulting”
the mullahs’ supreme leader, leading to her imprisonment in the women’s ward of the
Central Prison of Tabriz.
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Prior arrests and instances of severe mistreatment have marked Massoumeh
Senobari’s journey. On February 24, 2019, she was arrested and subjected to brutal
torture during interrogation in the Intelligence Department of Tabriz. Her inhumane
treatment left her unable to walk due to vicious whippings, resulting in broken bones
and impaired vision. Despite the suffering, she was released on bail of 600 million
tomans until her trial in August 2019.

However, her ordeal continued as she was arrested again without warning on February
5, 2020, at her sister’s house and subjected to further severe torture. In October 2020,
she contracted the Covid-19 disease during the coronavirus outbreak at the Central
Prison of Tabriz, exacerbating her precarious situation.

Additionally, Massoumeh Senobari suffers from heart problems. Still, the authorities of
Tabriz prison prevented her from receiving the necessary medication provided by her
family. She was ultimately released from prison in 2021, having endured unimaginable
hardships.

The plight of Massoumeh Senobari serves as a poignant reminder of political
prisoners’ ongoing struggles and the urgent need for justice and human rights to
prevail.
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The clerical regime’s Judiciary has summoned
and sentenced a number of human rights
lawyers, including three women, in recent days.
Marzieh Nikara, prominent human rights lawyer
and activist,...
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Issues and Insights published an article by
Struan Stevenson on May 15 about the
continuing struggles of Iranian women. Struan
Stevenson is the coordinator of the Campaign
for...
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Labor Activist Anisha Assadollahi, Maryam Derisi Receive Over 7

years of Jail Time
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Labor Activist Anisha Assadollahi was sentenced
to 5 years and eight months of imprisonment In a
recent development, labor activist Anisha
Assadollahi and Maryam Derisi have been
handed...
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Sarina Esmailzadeh
 MAY 16, 2023

Sarina Esmailzadeh (July 2, 2006 - September 21,
2022) was a 16-year-old teenager and a clever
student of Farzanegan School in Mehrshahr,
Karaj. On the 21st of September,...
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Teacher Atekeh Rajabi Begins Hunger Strike in Detention
 MAY 11, 2023

Atekeh Rajabi has embarked on a hunger strike
within the con�nes of the detention center.
Hailing from Mashhad, Atekeh Rajabi was a
devoted teacher at Abu Zar Elementary...
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