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Iranian political activist Shahriar Baratinia

Fears Grow As Turkey Deports Iranian
Dissidents
13 hours ago

The Turkish government is facing criticism for its treatment of Iranian

dissidents seeking political asylum in this country.

The recent arrest of Mohammad Lahmi, a former airline pilot and a cleric who

fled from Iran in 2022, has highlighted the growing apprehension among

activists.

His prosecution and arrest is said to have stemmed from a business dispute

involving influential businessmen closely linked to the Revolutionary Guards.

Lahmi had sought refuge in Turkey to escape persecution by the Iranian

regime, but even while residing in Turkey, he continued to criticize the Iranian

government through his social media platform.
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Activists argue that since the Iranian regime provided political support to

President Recep Tayyip Erdogan's government following a failed coup in 2016,

Turkey's willingness to shelter Iranian dissidents has diminished. This has led

to an increase in deportations back to Iran, where dissidents fear for their

safety and well-being.

In December 2019, two Iranian protesters, Mohammad Rajabi, 25, and Saeed

Tamjidi, 27, faced a high-profile case when they were arrested and deported

to Iran. Turkish police handed them over to Iranian authorities, leading to their

transfer to Evin prison.

Despite their death sentences being rejected in appeal courts, they were

imprisoned for several years, along with another protester, following several

months of detention.

Adding to the growing concern, reports have emerged of another Iranian

political activist, Shahriar Baratinia, being deported from Turkey to Iran on

Thursday.

Baratinia, a former political prisoner who had been residing in Turkey without

a residence permit, faces potential danger upon his return to Iran, according

to human rights website Hirman.

Human rights groups are closely monitoring the situation, calling on Turkey to

reconsider its approach towards Iranian dissidents.
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