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A scene of Iran protests in September 2022
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The Islamic Republic of Iran is about to create its fourth full-fledged

intelligence agency mainly to respond to growing domestic opposition and

likely protests.

In fact, it is perhaps not accurate to say that the regime is creating a new

agency, rather it is elevating the existing “protection and intelligence”

department of its notorious Judiciary to an intelligence “Organization.”

The same process took place 13 years ago when the intelligence department

of the Revolutionary Guard was elevated to the status of an ‘organization’ in

the aftermath of mass protests in 2009. Since then, the IRGC’s intelligence

arm has become the leading instrument for domestic repression.
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Media in Tehran say that starting Sunday the Islamic Republic’s parliament will

discuss a bill presented more than a year ago to officially elevate Judiciary’s

intelligence organization. That would mean more power and budget for

another instrument of repression amid the regime’s fear of renewed unrest as

the first anniversary of last year’s Mahsa protests approaches.

Last December, a lawmaker commenting on the initiative said that gathering

information and reports about sensitive cases “to counter the propaganda

campaigns by the global arrogance” is part of the duties of the new

organization, indicating that the body will also coordinate with other entities

outside the judiciary’s apparatus. “Global arrogance” is a term used by the

Islamic Republic to refer to the United States.

The clerical regime is known for its habit of creating parallel bureaucracies,

having dozens of organizations for Islamic propaganda, or actually keeping

two distinct militaries, the IRGC and the traditional army called Artesh in

Persian.

Members from different forces of Iran’s traditional army (Artesh) during a
ceremony in Tehran

Part of this modus operandi stems from the internal politics of the regime and

the need to dole out power and perks to factions and players in its inner

circles. But in some areas, such as intelligence it could be an authoritarian

impulse not to trust any single organization with the security of the regime’s

inner core.

Four decades ago, there was only one official domestic-foreign intelligence

bureaucracy – the Ministry of Intelligence – or information, as the Persian
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word for both is interchangeable. Then came the IRGC and the police

intelligence organizations, to be augmented now with Judiciary’s parallel arm.

Unlike Western countries, such as the United States, there is no sign of

distinct areas of responsibility between the four top intelligence-security

organizations. They all spy on citizens, arrest dissidents with or without a

warrant, have their own offices in infamous prisons such as Tehran’s Evin

penitentiary. They all interrogate, and torture political prisoners and extract

forced confessions. The only discernible distinction is that the Ministry of

Intelligence and the IRGC intelligence have extensive foreign operations.

Speaking of foreign espionage and black ops, there is, in fact, a fifth entity,

the IRGC Quds Force, that controls tens of thousands of paid militia forces

throughout the Middle East. These forces are used for espionage, political

influence operations, intimidation of politicians and groups in other countries,

and the use of force.

The Iranian regime, which also has smaller intelligence entities has a Council

for Intelligence Coordination comprised of at least 13 to 16 separate active

intelligence agencies, according to different sources. Most of these parallel

agencies have strong ties with the IRGC and the judiciary as well as the office

of the Supreme Leader. The intelligence minister, the interior minister,

foreign minister, and the country’s chief justice are members of the body. The

IRGC’s Intelligence Organization, and its Intelligence Protection Organization,

and their counterparts in the traditional Army and Police force as well as cyber

police are some of the other members.

Iran Protests

Prominent Iranians Dismiss Upcoming

Elections, Call For A Referendum

https://web.archive.org/web/20141025084454/http://en.iranwire.com/features/6081/
https://www.afio.com/publications/WEGE%20Iranian%20Intel%20Services%202015%20Sep%2001%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.iranintl.com/en/iran-protests
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202308070750


07/08/23, 16:14 Iran To Set Up A Fourth Major Intelligence Entity

https://www.iranintl.com/en/202308060547 4/15

More

Germany’s Bosch Alleged To Aid Iran In Spy

Tech Targeting Protestors

Iranian Online Shop Manager Arrested Over

Hijab Posts

Iran To Set Up A Fourth Major Intelligence

Entity

Politics

Prominent Iranians Dismiss Upcoming

Elections, Call For A Referendum

https://www.iranintl.com/en/iran-protests
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202308074447
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202308066307
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202308060547
https://www.iranintl.com/en/politics
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202308070750


07/08/23, 16:14 Iran To Set Up A Fourth Major Intelligence Entity

https://www.iranintl.com/en/202308060547 5/15

More

Notorious Judge Appointed As Iran's

Prosecutor General

Iran Starts Candidate ‘Pre-Registration' For

Elections In March

Insiders At Loggerheads Before Iran's 'Non-

Democratic Elections'

Economy & Environment

Bread Price Surge Grips Over Half Iran's

Provinces

https://www.iranintl.com/en/politics
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202308061466
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202308064024
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202308068304
https://www.iranintl.com/en/economy-and-environment
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202308075620


07/08/23, 16:14 Iran To Set Up A Fourth Major Intelligence Entity

https://www.iranintl.com/en/202308060547 6/15

More

Iranian Official Blames Russia For Caspian

Sea Water Reduction

Five Buildings Collapse In Iran's Capital

Tehran

Iran Irked By Iraqi MP’s Claim Of Dollar

Smuggling

Conflict - Military

Israeli Missiles Hit Targets Around Syria's

Capital

https://www.iranintl.com/en/economy-and-environment
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202308071134
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202308064868
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202308069453
https://www.iranintl.com/en/military-conflict
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202308077941


07/08/23, 16:14 Iran To Set Up A Fourth Major Intelligence Entity

https://www.iranintl.com/en/202308060547 7/15

More

Iranian-Danish Artist Shreds Quran Outside

Iran’s Embassy

Iran Is ‘Biggest Threat To UK’, Home

Secretary Says

Russia Uses 27 Iranian Drones In Large-

Scale Attack On Ukraine

Ukraine Crisis

Russia Uses 27 Iranian Drones In Large-

Scale Attack On Ukraine

https://www.iranintl.com/en/military-conflict
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202308066450
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202308069115
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202308066140
https://www.iranintl.com/en/ukraine-crisis
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202308066140


07/08/23, 16:14 Iran To Set Up A Fourth Major Intelligence Entity

https://www.iranintl.com/en/202308060547 8/15

More

Japan To Tell Tehran To Cut Weapon Supply

To Russia

Iran Calls On The West To End Arms Supplies

To Ukraine

Russia Attacks Ukraine Grain, Cities With

Iranian Drones

Iran Nuclear

Iran Expands Atomic Energy Schools To

Elementary Level

https://www.iranintl.com/en/ukraine-crisis
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202308042740
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202308032984
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202308025203
https://www.iranintl.com/en/iran-nuclear
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202308028283


07/08/23, 16:14 Iran To Set Up A Fourth Major Intelligence Entity

https://www.iranintl.com/en/202308060547 9/15

More

Pressure Building On Biden Admin Over Iran

Issues

Any Nuclear Deal With Iran Won't Deter Israel

Influential Editor In Tehran Says Iran

Hardliners 'Exposed Malley'

Human Rights

FIFA, AFC Issue Warning To Iran Regarding

Women's Attendance

https://www.iranintl.com/en/iran-nuclear
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202308021488
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202308011432
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202307302651
https://www.iranintl.com/en/iran-human-rights
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202308078712


07/08/23, 16:14 Iran To Set Up A Fourth Major Intelligence Entity

https://www.iranintl.com/en/202308060547 10/15

More

Germany’s Bosch Alleged To Aid Iran In Spy

Tech Targeting Protestors

Notorious Judge Appointed As Iran's

Prosecutor General

Tehran To Deploy Hijab Enforcers At Subway

Stations

Iran Sanctions

Iran Irked By Iraqi MP’s Claim Of Dollar

Smuggling

https://www.iranintl.com/en/iran-human-rights
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202308074447
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202308061466
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202308062943
https://www.iranintl.com/en/us-sanctions
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202308069453


07/08/23, 16:14 Iran To Set Up A Fourth Major Intelligence Entity

https://www.iranintl.com/en/202308060547 11/15

More

Iran To Use Released Iraqi Funds To Pay

Pilgrims' Annual Subsidy

Iran Politicians Pressure Government Over

Frozen Funds Abroad

Pressure Building On Biden Admin Over Iran

Issues

Foreign Relations

Prominent Iranians Dismiss Upcoming

Elections, Call For A Referendum

https://www.iranintl.com/en/us-sanctions
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202308043948
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202308026669
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202308021488
https://www.iranintl.com/en/foreign-relations
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202308070750


07/08/23, 16:14 Iran To Set Up A Fourth Major Intelligence Entity

https://www.iranintl.com/en/202308060547 12/15

More

Iran Irked By Iraqi MP’s Claim Of Dollar

Smuggling

Iran To Use Released Iraqi Funds To Pay

Pilgrims' Annual Subsidy

Fears Grow As Turkey Deports Iranian

Dissidents

Middle East

Israeli Missiles Hit Targets Around Syria's

Capital

https://www.iranintl.com/en/foreign-relations
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202308069453
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202308043948
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202308047910
https://www.iranintl.com/en/middle-east
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202308077941


07/08/23, 16:14 Iran To Set Up A Fourth Major Intelligence Entity

https://www.iranintl.com/en/202308060547 13/15

More

Iran Unveils New Missile, Drone Amid

Growing Concerns

Iran Finds Itself Under US Pressure In

Persian Gulf

UAE’s National Oil Firm Buys Share In

Caspian Sea Field

Brief News

Bread Price Surge Grips Over Half Iran's Provinces

Iranian Official Blames Russia For Caspian Sea Water Reduction

FIFA, AFC Issue Warning To Iran Regarding Women's Attendance

Israeli Missiles Hit Targets Around Syria's Capital

Five Buildings Collapse In Iran's Capital Tehran

https://www.iranintl.com/en/middle-east
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202308055160
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202308057769
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202308043893
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202308075620
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202308071134
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202308078712
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202308077941
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202308064868


07/08/23, 16:14 Iran To Set Up A Fourth Major Intelligence Entity

https://www.iranintl.com/en/202308060547 14/15

Most Read

Iran Unveils New Missile, Drone Amid Growing Concerns1

Sex Scandals Continue To Discredit Iran’s Clerical Regime2

Locals Are Losers In Iran's Gold Fortune3

Academic Says ‘Islamic Republic Cannot Survive!’4

Iran To Set Up A Fourth Major Intelligence Entity5

تیرگان





17:00 IITV News (26) - DC

17:30 Sports News

17:45 News at a Glance

https://www.iranintl.com/en/202308055160
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202308011912
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202308033652
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202308044728
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202308060547
https://www.iranintl.com/en/live/tirgan


07/08/23, 16:14 Iran To Set Up A Fourth Major Intelligence Entity

https://www.iranintl.com/en/202308060547 15/15





Share your story
Send your Videos and Photos to us

+447830007000

All rights reserved for Volant Media UK Limited

Opinion

Iran

Afghanistan

Iran Covid

World

Privacy Policy

فارسی عربي

About Us

Editorial Guidelines

Vacancies

Contact Us

https://wa.me/447830007000
https://www.facebook.com/IranIntlEn
https://twitter.com/iranintl_en
https://www.volantmedia.net/
https://www.iranintl.com/en/opinion
https://www.iranintl.com/en/iran-en
https://www.iranintl.com/en/afghanistan-en
https://www.iranintl.com/en/iran-covid
https://www.iranintl.com/en/world-en
https://www.iranintl.com/en/privacyen
https://www.iranintl.com/
https://www.iranintl.com/ar
https://www.iranintl.com/en/abouten
https://www.iranintl.com/en/guidelinesen
https://www.volantmedia.net/updates/current-job-vacancies/
https://www.iranintl.com/en/contactusen

