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Twitter (https://twitter.com/UNWatch/status/1719043200873107893) |
Instagram (https://www.instagram.com/p/CzB_mKthA8/) | Facebook
(https://www.facebook.com/unwatch/videos/710174177640789/) | YouTube
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hIXCM_OKeBs)

GENEVA, October 30 — Iran will become chair of a UN human rights

forum on Thursday, sparking an international protest campaign
(https:/Mmww.change.org/p/stop-iran-from-chairing-u-n-human-rights-council-
social-forum) fromm human rights activists who say Tehran'’s record of
oppression, torture and executions make it ill-suited for the post.

The regime was appointed
(https://twitter.com/HilleINeuer/status/1656276696117460994) in May by the
president of the UN Human Rights Council, to be Chair of the UN Human
Rights Council Social Forum
(https://mwvww.ohchr.org/en/events/forums/2023/2023-social-forum).

EU foreign affairs chief Josep Borrell defended
(https://wvww.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/E-9-2023-001936-
ASW_EN.html) Iran’s appointment as a matter of regional rotation, “in
consistency with established UN procedures.”

But UN Watch research (https://unwatch.org/list-of-regions-holding-
chairmanship-of-unhre-social-forum/) shows in fact that the Asian group, to
which Iran belongs, has held the position four times in the past six years, to
the exclusion of other regional groups.

Iran’s appointment can be overturned by a special meeting of the council
before Thursday, said Hillel Neuer, executive director of UN Watch, an
independent non-governmental human rights organization based in Geneva,
which has drafted a resolution
(https://twitter.com/HilleINeuer/status/1663617457192329216) for countries to
adopt.

UN Watch has been a leading voice (https://unwatch.org/focus-on-iran/) at the
United Nations on human rightsin Iran.

UN Watch's campaign is backed by a global petition
(https://wvww.change.org/p/stop-iran-from-chairing-u-n-human-rights-council-
social-forum) signed by more than 90,00 people, calling on the UN to overturn
Iran’s chairmanship of the UN human rights forum.

The group today launched a social media campaign
(https://twitter.com/UNWatch/status/1719043200873107893), and a video
(https://twitter.com/HilleINeuer/status/1719004847310037477) of Neuer's recent
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appearance before the UN human rights council, where he challenged Iran’s
appointment, is going viral with more than a million views since its release this
afternoon.

“We are calling on Mr. Borrell to take action. It's time for all democracies at the
UN to stop legitimizing murderous regimes, in violation of the world body’s
founding principles, and instead to begin holding the perpetrators to
account,” said Neuer.

“The murderous regime in Tehran is responsible for a surge in executions,
disproportionately applied to minorities, and for oppressing women and girls.
The recent death of 16-year-old Armita Geravand, after being assaulted on the
subway by the Iranian morality police for not wearing the compulsory hijab, is
a reminder that this is a cruel regime that does not belong on any UN human
rights body, let alone as chair.”

“It is unimaginable that on Thursday at the UN human rights council,
Ayatollah Khamenei's representative will be holding the gavel, with UN human
rights chief Volcker Turk and other dignitaries at his side,” said Neuer.

“These appointments send the wrong message at the wrong time, enabling
the Islamic Republic of Iran — even as it is shooting protesters in the face,
raping human rights defenders in prison, and sponsoring Hamas atrocities —
to strut on the international stage as a respected and influential actor.”

“No less, the regime is able to proclaim victory to its people — witness the
instant declarations in state-controlled Mehr News Agency
(https://len.mehrnews.com/news/200616/Iran-to-chair-Human-Rights-Council-
Social-Forum-in-November) and Islamic Republic News Agency
(https://en.irna.ir/news/85108351/Iran-envoy-to-chair-major-UN-human-rights-
forum) — in order to dishearten, dispirit and demoralize dissidents,” said
Neuer.

“Iran’s regime never should have been chosen. Sadly, inside the UN, too many
country delegations seek to go along to get along. In their closed world of
backroom deals, a bloody dictatorship is every inch the equal of a liberal
democracy. Democracies that pay lip service to the high principles of the UN
Charter too often ignore them when making critical UN decisions.”

Hillel Neuer & X

@HilleINeuer - Follow

| asked the UN: “Why did you name the Islamic Republic
of Iran as Chair of the UN Human Rights Council Social
Forum, starting on Nov. 2nd? How can you elevate a
regime that beats, blinds, tortures & rapes women who
demand their rights? Where is the logic? Where is the
morality?”

https://unwatch.org/iran-to-chair-un-human-rights-forum-on-thursday-sparking-protests/

3/14


https://en.mehrnews.com/news/200616/Iran-to-chair-Human-Rights-Council-Social-Forum-in-November
https://en.mehrnews.com/news/200616/Iran-to-chair-Human-Rights-Council-Social-Forum-in-November
https://en.mehrnews.com/news/200616/Iran-to-chair-Human-Rights-Council-Social-Forum-in-November
https://en.irna.ir/news/85108351/Iran-envoy-to-chair-major-UN-human-rights-forum
https://en.irna.ir/news/85108351/Iran-envoy-to-chair-major-UN-human-rights-forum
https://en.irna.ir/news/85108351/Iran-envoy-to-chair-major-UN-human-rights-forum
https://twitter.com/HillelNeuer?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1719004847310037477%7Ctwgr%5Ef164972a021e2fdfe857cce64e4955e80110cb43%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Funwatch.org%2Firan-to-chair-un-human-rights-forum-on-thursday-sparking-protests%2F
https://twitter.com/HillelNeuer?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1719004847310037477%7Ctwgr%5Ef164972a021e2fdfe857cce64e4955e80110cb43%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Funwatch.org%2Firan-to-chair-un-human-rights-forum-on-thursday-sparking-protests%2F
https://twitter.com/HillelNeuer?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1719004847310037477%7Ctwgr%5Ef164972a021e2fdfe857cce64e4955e80110cb43%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Funwatch.org%2Firan-to-chair-un-human-rights-forum-on-thursday-sparking-protests%2F
https://twitter.com/intent/follow?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1719004847310037477%7Ctwgr%5Ef164972a021e2fdfe857cce64e4955e80110cb43%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Funwatch.org%2Firan-to-chair-un-human-rights-forum-on-thursday-sparking-protests%2F&screen_name=HillelNeuer
https://twitter.com/HillelNeuer/status/1719004847310037477?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1719004847310037477%7Ctwgr%5Ef164972a021e2fdfe857cce64e4955e80110cb43%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Funwatch.org%2Firan-to-chair-un-human-rights-forum-on-thursday-sparking-protests%2F
https://twitter.com/HillelNeuer/status/1719004847310037477?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1719004847310037477%7Ctwgr%5Ef164972a021e2fdfe857cce64e4955e80110cb43%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Funwatch.org%2Firan-to-chair-un-human-rights-forum-on-thursday-sparking-protests%2F

01/11/23, 21:16 Iran to Chair UN Human Rights Forum on Thursday, Sparking Protests - UN Watch

Garry Kasparov & X
@Kasparov63 - Follow

 No joke, but the UN is a increasingly a joke...

UN Watch & @UNWatch - €

No joke: this Thursday, the Islamic Regime in Iran will become Chair of the
U.N. Human Rights Council Social Forum.

Say NO to the U.N. legitimizing a regime that beats, blinds, tortures and
rapes women for demanding their rights.

Sign the petition now: unwatch.org/StoplRI

8:31 PM - Oct 30, 2023 ®
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In two days, the Islamic Regime in Iran will become Chair
of the U.N. Human Rights Council Social Forum.

Don't be silent. Tell the United Nations: Stop Legitimizing
This Murderous Regime!

Join over 100,000 others who have signed our petition:
# unwatch.org

# Last edited 6:40 PM - Oct 31, 2023 ®
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Program for tomorrow's UN Human Rights Council Forum:
1. Iran's Ali Bahreini, Chair

2. Cuba's President, Keynote Panel

3. Iran Vice-President, head of Academic Jihad

4. Cocktail by Iran

5. Iran chairs panel on equality

6. Alena Douhan, UN's Iran apologist
twitter.com/HilleINeuer/st...
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No joke: this Thursday, the Islamic Regime in Iran will become Chair of the
U.N. Human Rights Council Social Forum.

Say NO to the U.N. legitimizing a regime that beats, blinds, tortures and
rapes women for demanding their rights.

Sign the petition now: unwatch.org/StopIRI

7:27 PM - Nov 1, 2023 ®
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Read 22 replies
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Why is Iran, one of the world’'s most abusive regimes,
about to chair the UN Human Rights Council Social
Forum?

Why is taxpayer money supporting this?
3:31 PM - Oct 31, 2023 ®
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Read 620 replies
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Iran to Chair UN Human Rights Forum on Thursday, Sparking Protests - UN Watch

Hillel Neuer & - Sep 1, 2023 X

@HilleINeuer - Follow
In addition to the U.S., numerous Members of the European

Parliament strongly oppose Iran's upcoming Chairmanship of the U.N.
Human Rights Council Social Forum, urging UNHRC: “We call on you

to reconsider this appointment and immediately take action to
withdraw this decision.” @8

Hillel Neuer & @HillelNeuer
BREAKING: “The U.S. strongly reasserts that Iranian officials have

no place in leadership roles in the UN human rights system. Iran's

egregious human rights record and utter disregard for principles

make it and its officials unfit candidates for any official role within

the UN.”

Hillel Neuer &
@HilleINeuer - Follow

Letter from 34 Members of the European Parliament to
Mr. Vaclav Balek, UN Human Rights Council President:

Dear President Vaclav Balek,

We, the undersigned Members of the European
Parliament, would like to express our great concern and
deep regret about the decision to appoint... Show more

10:35 AM - Sep 1, 2023
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UN Watch & X
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.@telegraaf: “Iran has been elected by the United Nations
as chairman of the Human Rights Council's social forum,
which starts Thursday. UN Watch started a petition.
According to them, Iran is unsuitable, and the UN is
condoning its record of repression.”
telegraaf.nl/nieuws/1591004...

UN Watch & @UNWatch - €

No joke: this Thursday, the Islamic Regime in Iran will become Chair of the
U.N. Human Rights Council Social Forum.

Say NO to the U.N. legitimizing a regime that beats, blinds, tortures and
rapes women for demanding their rights.

Sign the petition now: unwatch.org/StoplRI

11:40 PM - Oct 31, 2023 ®
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“It is quite extraordinary that at the very moment when the Human Rights
Council mandates an investigation into very serious allegations of human
rights violations by a country, it chooses to take decisions which appear quite
contradictory by the majority of the public.”

— Sara Hossain (https:/twitter.com/arminarefi/status/1679557445230665733),
Chair of the UN Independent International Fact-Finding Mission on the
Islamic Republic of Iran
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“The United States is appalled that the Iranian Ambassador in Geneva may
serve as the Chair-Rapporteur of the Social Forum... The appointment of a
representative to a country with such a deplorable human rights record
severely undermines the credibility and purpose of both the UN Human
Rights Council and the Social Forum. It is abhorrent that Iran..would serve at
the helm of this or any human rights-related event. We call upon all UN
Human Rights Council member and observer states to prioritize the credibility
and integrity of the Council by making decisions that truly embody the
principles and values this body stands for.”

— U.S. Ambassador to the UN Human Rights Council Michele Taylor
(https://geneva.usmission.gov/2023/05/23/statement-by-ambassador-taylor-on-the-
appointment-of-the-iranian-ambassador-as-chair-of-the-social-forum/)

Rep. Claudia Tenney X
@RepTenney - Follow

Naming Iran as chair of the UN human rights social forum
is like calling the arsonist to put out the fire. It shows just
how broken the UN Human Rights Council is today. Thank
you to @MariaBartiromo for bringing attention to this
gross hypocrisy.

foxnews.com

Iran being named chair of UN human rights social fo...
Exiled Crown Prince of Iran Reza Pahlavi joined
‘Sunday Morning Futures’ to discuss the growing ...

9:44 PM - May 14, 2023 ®
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David Lega X
@DavidlLega - Follow

Shocking news: #Iran has been appointed Chair of the
U.N. Human Rights Council Social Forum. This year's
theme is the role of science and technology in promoting
human rights. This appointment is an outrage and should
be retracted immediately!

6:44 PM - May 18, 2023 ®
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House Foreign Affairs Committee Majority % X
@HouseForeignGOP - Follow

CHM @RepMcCaul: “The appointment of Iran’s
Ambassador as chair of the UN Human Rights Council’s
2023 Social Forum is absurd and shameful. No regime
engaged in such widespread human rights abuses should
be in a leadership role at the UN, much less it's leading
human rights body.”

11:43 PM - May 17, 2023 ®
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Assemblée nationale & X
@AssembleeNat - Follow

Apres la décision du président du Conseil des droits de
I'homme de 'ONU de désigner I'lran pour présider le
prochain Forum Social 2023, @Valerie_Rabault (SOC)
demande au Gvt de "faire entendre la voix de la France
pour annuler cette nomination".

#DirectAN #QAG

5:07 PM - May 30, 2023 ®
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Hillel Neuer & - Nov 1, 2023 X
@HilleINeuer - Follow

Dear EU Foreign Policy Chief @JosepBorrellF: You defended Iran’s
appointment tomorrow as Chair of the U.N. Human Rights Council
Social Forum, as a matter of regional rotation. In fact, there was no
rotation: unwatch.org/iran-to-chair-...

Will you take action now to stop this outrage?

UN Watch & @UNWatch

No joke: this Thursday, the Islamic Regime in Iran will become
Chair of the U.N. Human Rights Council Social Forum.

Say NO to the U.N. legitimizing a regime that beats, blinds,
tortures and rapes women for demanding their rights.

Sign the petition now: unwatch.org/StoplIRI

Hillel Neuer &
@HilleINeuer - Follow

@JosepBorrellF You said Iran’s appointment was due to
regional rotation “consistent with established UN
procedures.” europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document...

Yet the group to which Iran belongs held the position 4

times in last 6 years—to the exclusion of other regions.
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