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Following appeal, the Stockholm Court of Appeals announced it would uphold the life

sentence of former jailor Hamid Nouri, for his role in Iran's 1988 massacres.

In addition to the life sentence, Nouri was also ordered to pay compensation to the families

of the victims and political prisoners and faces expulsion from Sweden upon completing his

prison term.
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It is the first time that an official of the Iranian regime has been prosecuted for his role in the

1988 massacre.Nouri was a former deputy prosecutor at Gohardasht Prison in Karaj near

Tehran at the time of the purge of political prisoners which saw around 30,000 people

brutally murdered by the regime, around 90% of whom were members of the

opposition People's Mojahedin Organization of Iran (MEK), party.

On July 14, 2022, Nouri was initially sentenced to life imprisonment for "war crimes" and

"murder" by the Stockholm Regional Court, equivalent to 25 years in Swedish legal terms for

which his legal team submitted an appeal. 

Arrested on November 6, 2019, at Arlanda Airport in Stockholm, Nouri had dismissed all

allegations related to the 1988 executions, labeling the events and charges against him as a

"fictional, imaginary, and fabricated story."

The "Death Commissions" in 1988 followed the issuance of a fatwa by Ayatollah Ruhollah

Khomeini, ordering the execution of thousands of political and ideological prisoners in the

prisons of the Islamic Republic of Iran. The executions were carried out secretly, and burial

orders were issued for mass graves.

Some individuals involved in the crime currently hold key positions within the Islamic

Republic, including Ebrahim Raisi, the President of Iran, who previously served as the head

of the judiciary and was a member of the Death Commissions in Tehran and Karaj.
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