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Alarming Surge in Executions in Iran: At Least 45
Executions in Seven Days

May 5, 2023

Over the past week, at least 45 prisoners, including two
women, have been executed in various Iranian prisons for
drug-related crimes and murder, marking a growing trend of
execution in the country. HRANA has compiled a statistical
analysis of the details of the executions during this period.

According to HRANA, the news agency of Human Rights Activists, there has been a noticeable increase in the
execution of prisoners in Iranian prisons over the past week.

Based on the reports compiled by HRANA, the death sentences were carried out in several prisons, including Rajai
Shahr (Karaj), Ghezel Hesar (Karaj), Urmia, Ardabil, Dastgerd (Isfahan), Vakilabad (Mashhad), Neishabur, Torbat-e-
Jam, Rasht, Yazd, Birjand, Qazvin, Minab, Bandar Abbas, Zahedan, Khorramabad, and Iranshahr.

Out of the 45 executed prisoners, 29 were convicted of drug-related charges, while at least 15 were executed for
murder.
At least 19 death-row prisoners were also transferred to solitary confinement in Salmas, Urmia, Khorin, Ghezel Hesar
(Karaj), Yazd, Bandar Abbas, Birjand, and Zahedan, which could be a prelude to their execution. HRANA is
investigating their fate, and the statistics presented in this report could increase.

As of the time of writing, most of these executions have not been announced by official sources or media inside Iran.

The issuance and execution of death sentences violate the right to live and have been heavily criticized by
international organizations, with Iran ranking first globally in execution rate per capita.

In 2022, the Department of Statistics and Publication of Human Rights Activists in Iran registered 457 reports on the
execution of 565 people and death sentences for 92 people, six of whom were sentenced to be hanged in public. Of
these 565 executions, two death sentences were carried out in public, and five were juvenile offenders who were
under 18 years old at the time of committing the alleged crime.

At least 192 people, including 8 women, have been executed in Iran from January 1 to May 5. The majority of these
executions were for drug-related offenses and murder. Moreover, 71 death sentences were issued, and 27 other
sentences were confirmed by the Supreme Court.

The breakdown of charges for these executions is as follows: 122 individuals were executed for drug-related offenses,
59 for murder, 6 for undisclosed charges, 1 for adultery, 1 for ideological charges, 1 for corruption, 1 for Moharebeh
(political security), and 1 for non-political Moharebeh.

Skylar Thompson, the head of Global Advocacy and Accountability of Human Rights Activists, stated that “the surging
rate of executions in Iran illustrates an utter disregard for human life. Under no circumstance does the ongoing use of
the death penalty, for drug-related offenses in particular, amount to what is permittable under international law. Iranian
authorities have an absolute obligation to uphold international human rights standards and instead, there is ongoing
impunity for grave violations of the right to life–and more. The international community must not delay in sounding the
alarm, they should call for a stay of executions for those currently facing execution and a moratorium on the death
penalty, at a minimum, for crimes not amounting to “most serious” under international law.”
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