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Redefining civil society from the perspective of feminist
politics

Introduction

After the Jinnah movement and in the current situation, the concept of "civil society" has once again been
raised in theoretical analyzes and therefore it seems necessary to rethink this concept. With the premise
that concepts are not definite and fixed entities and tools with a specific function to understand the situation,
but are a field of forces in conflict whose temporary articulation indicates power relations, then the question
of concepts is always a political question and the problematization of a concept of intervention The
.questioner is in these power relations
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On the other hand, this theoretical intervention indicates the specific placement of the questioner who thinks
in these power relations and with this questioning, reflects the event that affected his body; As our question
today about the concept of civil society, as a political question, it can be considered a problem arising from a
sense of failure. By the way, Gramsci also thought about civil society in his prison notes to deal with the
failure of the revolution and the rise of fascism in Italy. It seems that there is a feeling of failure behind
thinking about civil society, which wants to explain the failure with the lack or crisis of civil society. This is
why rethinking about this concept is important because it can simultaneously question and reflect on such a
feeling of failure. During this discussion, | will show how radical feminist politics, by redefining civil society,
.stands in front of such a reading of the situation and takes us out of the impasse of civil society

Gramesci likened civil society to a powerful network of fortresses and embankments behind the moat of the
state. In this interpretation, civil society is the field of conflict and the realm of hegemonic struggle and
competition of social forces. With the influence of Gramsci, | want to try to draw the atmosphere of a "trench
to trench war" which, by emphasizing the expansion and proliferation of civil society institutions and
activating multiple social forces, provides a possibility for occupying authoritarian spaces and their
democratization; In other words, make it possible to reabsorb the government in the civil society in a
sustainable way as well as a form of self-governance. For this purpose, by referring to the feminist critique
of civil society, | try to rearrange a new battlefield and then look at how to advance this war through the lens
.of working women as one of the forces of civil society

Feminist critique of civil society

Contrary to some liberal views that conceptualize civil society apart from the private sphere of the family, we
must emphasize that what male ideology excludes from civil society by labeling it "private sphere" and
makes it non-political, that is, the domestic sphere (or in Aristotle's terms The field of necessity) happens to
be the heart of the civil society and crossing the private/public sphere and politicizing the home can bring
new forces into the civil society. Expanding the feminist slogan "the personal is political" transforms civil
society from a distant utopia into a necessary daily battle and links it to the politics of everyday life; Unifying
the abstracted dimensions of life and organizing political action based on concrete experience opens a new
field for the activity of women who are excluded from the mostly male institutions of civil society

Throughout history, women have tried to create their own alternative communities or counter-civil societies
by relying on their daily experiences in the private sphere. Of course, these alternative communities are not
and are not exclusive to women. As Nancy Fraser says, the subordinate groups that are left out of the
dominant public sphere and their voices are not heard, create the subaltern counter-public to formulate their
needs and interests. In this way, paying attention to anti-civil society in contrast to the elitist, bourgeois and
masculine understanding of civil society can move us away from idealistic politics and place agency and
.activism in the context of life

With the preliminaries that | said, | now want to focus on the workers in the civil society and the possibilities
before them from a feminist perspective and draw this battlefield in relation to this part of the society.
Generally, women's wage work, domestic work, and sex work are analyzed separately, while they are
completely interconnected. By the criterion of wage labor, women outside the factory are not considered
members of the working class and therefore not part of the class struggle, and their emancipation is
considered dependent on joining the sphere of production work. While not only the presence of women
workers is not limited to the factory, but the root of their exploitation in the factory should also be sought in
their work at home. Paying attention to the home as a key area in the society can create the possibilities of
creating anti-civil society and new forces in the civil society. activate
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Women at home

The left tradition generally by accepting the private/public sphere dichotomy or separating the sphere of
production/wage work/productive work from the sphere of reproduction/unproductive work/domestic work,
and limiting reproduction to consumption, excludes those family and social activities of women that are
necessary for survival. and the reproduction of labor are done, defined as productive work or even non-
work. The definition of the worker as a producer of surplus value excludes women who work at home from
the field of production. In general, reproductive work is not considered work and is devalued due to the
ideology of care (motherly love and emotional essence and women). In fact, reproduction work, like nature,
is free and unlimited and invisible, and there is more or less no legal control over it, and it is a place of
unaccountable exploitation. This division of gender work and delegation of the task of reproduction to
women and their subjugation during a coercive historical process has come about by depriving women of
access to essential and productive resources and controlling the labor force, body and sexuality of women.
[1] Therefore, the gender division of labor is not simply the division of tasks between men and women, but
by controlling women and subjugating and disciplining their bodies, it forms a hierarchical, exploitative and
domineering relationship. Thus, houses have become "inner colonies of capital" [2] in which work is
apparently done without the production of value, while this work is a necessary condition for production, the
accumulation of surplus value, and capitalism in general. The social reproduction of the hidden and
mysterious part, the hidden abode of production, is the transcendental condition of capital accumulation.
According to Maria Mace, we must break the iceberg of patriarchal capitalism. In other words, we must say
that the labor movement will fail in achieving the goal of emancipation of the working class if its horizon is
.only limited to the tip of the iceberg

On the other hand, the government intervenes in the organization of labor force reproduction in different
periods in relation to the mode of production and the interests of the dominant groups. Population control
policies, women's body control laws, labor laws, insurance, pensions, immigration policies, etc. all indicate
the way the government organizes labor force reproduction. When the government withdraws from investing
in social welfare and leaves reproduction work to families as much as possible, we face the commaodification
of reproduction for the upper classes and its transfer to the lower classes and its personalization for the
lower classes. On the other hand, when the government needs women's labor (for example, during war), it
takes on more reproductive tasks and its policies change in providing social welfare. Therefore, the
relationship between civil society and the government is decisive in determining the way of social
.reproduction

Women in the factory

But the free work of women in the home also has a direct effect on the work of women in the factory, and
the root of the exploitation of women in the factory can be seen in the current way of organizing social
:reproduction

Since women's work outside the home is defined along with unpaid domestic work and is confused with
emotional labor, specialist women are more often employed in tasks similar to domestic work (i.e. service
work, education, entertainment, clothing, etc.) and non-specialist women are employed. They are left out of
the formal sector of work and full-time work and are driven to work in small workshops, home industries,
handicrafts, service work, cleaning and care work in homes and even prostitution. Unequal and low wages,
exclusion from labor laws, job insecurity and substitutability, sexual violence in the workplace are all in
proportion to exploitation in the field of social reproduction. By keeping the costs of reproducing labor low,
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as well as using women as an industrial reserve army for production, the value of labor and the wages of
commodity production are kept low, including both male and female workers. In addition, since women's
work in the home is unvalued and unpaid, women's work outside the home is also considered undervalued
.and they are paid unequally to men

With the consolidation of patriarchy in the family and the loss of women's dignity due to doing worthless
work, their presence in trade union activities is not welcomed by their male colleagues. Since the working
day of working women is triple (triple working day), that is, work outside the home, work inside the home,

and emotional work and care, they can hardly participate in labor organizations. Especially the married
women who have to wear the apron of the domestic worker after taking off the worker's uniform, as if they
do not completely become proletariat (semi-proletarianization) and stay out of the class struggle. In the
same way, violence and discrimination in the factory should not be considered the result of the cultural
backwardness of male workers, but it is the result of everyday actions that are organized in power relations
during production and reproduction. The impoverishment of women in the labor force and the maintenance
of economic and gender hierarchies is the result of maximum exclusion of women from paid work and their
deprivation of social and political power. We can also see the non-participation in trade union activities and
.the non-organization of women workers from this point of view

Conquering trench by trench

Therefore, we need to redefine the working class according to the change in the type and conditions of work
and to re-evaluate the class forces. Domestic work, self-employment, part-time work, care work and various
forms of precarious work challenge the definition of work in the center of production. A person's relationship
with the mode of production alone cannot determine his class. Changing the concept of work can lead to the
reorganization of work and the abolition of gender division of labor. By making women's work visible, a new
perspective is opened in political economy. Feminist economics, with this method, pays attention to work
that was considered non-economic until now. The multiplicity of class is due to the multi-layered nature of
work, which is no longer exclusive to wage labor, and the expansion of class with this reasoning creates a
new concept of class. In this redefinition, all modes of value production and types of exploitation and thus
women and workers in a broad sense are linked together. Various struggles come together and an
intersection between sexual, class and ethnic oppression and all kinds of exploitation is created, and
convergence is possible between unstable workers, contract workers, coal workers and fuel carriers,
housewives, sex workers, etc. The politicization of those who were pushed to the political margins opens
new possibilities for collective politics instead of sectarian politics. New territories - other than the factory -
are defined. Therefore, it seems that the question of class and working class politics cannot be understood
.outside of the feminist movement

The socialization of reproduction, taking domestic and care work out of the home and making it communal
can lead to the removal of isolated and neglected women from the home, and the formation of small groups
and the expansion of collective activity. Also, carrying out activities that give materiality to the imagination of

the new society can pave the way for self-governance and reabsorption of the government in the civil
society. Salaried and non-salaried women workers can build their anti-civil society by starting from everyday
life and move towards achieving their demands by gaining strength and creating class solidarity. Thus, the
reproductive feminist movement goes beyond the duality of reform and revolution and makes revolution
possible in bodies, homes, streets, workplaces, and other spaces. By creating a counter-power in front of
the established power, it opens up the possibility of establishment and instead of conquering government
power with revolution, it moves forward with gradual work, dialogue, networking and cooperation, and in
other words, with the conquest of civil society, that is, The same "conquering trench by trench"! Working
women from the home to the factory can start a feminist strike [3] by building a general defense of

Faroodistan . Feminist strike at home is not a sit-in on a certain date, but a refusal and disobedience to all
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kinds of oppression and exploitation. It is to stop the activities that are involved in our oppression;
.Conquering new spaces (not just factories)

With this perspective, perhaps we can say that the "Women's Life of Freedom" movement is a kind of
feminist strike; Strike, disobedience and say no! It is against exclusion. The strike is for all those who do not
have a space to protest as housewives, peddlers, part-time workers, unstable workers, translators, etc.,
outside the union and civil society in the usual sense. Jina movement is the collective voice of perikarya and
unstable beings. The widespread presence of women in this movement shows that women say no to all
types of direct violence against their bodies and indirect or structural violence that is the result of class-
patriarchal relations. In this movement, no one has announced a strike and no time has been set to stop
working. Rather, the female collective body has disobeyed the domination and subjugation that has been
imposed on her body and the exploitation that has shaken her existence. In other words, the female body,
regardless of any intention for political activity, is always a place of conflict and power in advance, with the
expansion of the collective body, it has awakened the possibilities that were silent before in this body, and it
.has revealed its establishment power

| want to return to the beginning of my discussion and conclude that we are not in the situation of
explanation after the failure, and if the questioner takes a correct position in the situation and instead of
starting from pre-prepared concepts, he starts from the reality that has affected him, that is, an everyday
matter and a direct experience. Kand, which has an effect on his body, can reformulate concepts such as
.civil society in relation to the here and now and open new horizons

Parisa Shakurzadeh

The above note was previously presented in the form of a speech at the meeting of "Civil Society and *
.Workers" entitled "Working Women from Home to Factory" on November 1, 1402 at Rahman Institute

Silvia Federici, Caliban and the Witch by Silvia Federici [1]
Maria Mies, Patriarchy and Accumulation On A World Scale [2]

Feminist International, Veronica Gago [3]
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