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Eight Individuals Sentenced to Prison and Public
Flogging for Blasphemy and Public Order
Disruption

September 4, 2023

The Criminal Court of Arak in Markazi Province has issued a
collective sentence of 48 years in prison and 925 public
lashes for eight individuals: Mohammad Soltani, Majid Nik-
Ahd, Mehdi Nik-Ahd, Abolfazl Khoran, Vahid-Reza Arabi,
Ramtin Edrisi, Mostafa Kamani, and Mohammad-Reza
Asadi.

As per these judgments, each person has been condemned to five years of imprisonment on charges of blasphemy, in
addition to one year and 74 lashes for “disrupting public order.” The flogging sentences will be carried out publicly in a
mosque in Arak following Friday prayers.

The prison sentences for Majid Nik-Ahd, Mehdi Nik-Ahd, and Vahid-Reza Arabi have been suspended for five years.

Maryam Bostani, another defendant in the case, has been acquitted of all charges.

Previously, as part of their legal proceedings, these individuals had each received eight-month sentences from the
Arak Revolutionary Court for “spreading propaganda against the regime.”

In August of this year, these individuals were arrested following attending a memorial ceremony for Mehrshad Shahidi,
who was tragically killed by government forces during the nationwide protests of 2022 in Arak.
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